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E ight Palestinians living in 
Los Angeles are Facing 
deportation because of 
their unpopular political views 
after the United States 
Supreme Court rejected their 
right of appeal this week. 

Hie case goes back to 1987, 
when the government began 
trying to deport seven 
Palestinians and a Kenyan with 
ties to the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 
At the time, the US Justice 
Department described the 
group as “a terrorist organiza- 
tion opposed to U.S. peace 
efforts in die Middle East and 
responsible for many incidents 
of violence and death.” 

But the Palestinian activists, 
known as the (LA 8), sdld they 
were selectively Investigated 
and targeted For potential vio- 
lations of - Immigration law 
because of legitimate fiiind-rais- 
ing and other Free -speech actin- 
ides relate dto-the'.PFLP, 

They Were ' arrested, by the’ 
FBI and immigration agents in 
1987 in Las Angeles even 
though b lengthy FBI investiga- 
tion Failed fo turn up any evi- 
dence qf plan& fdfommif crim- 
ina] ■' • 

court 

blocked ^^^depoftfltiori.^and 1 
said, Palestinians should 
have the right, tp ; make their 
case that they. suffered .retalia- 
tion for .their political views. 


When they went to court in Los 
Angeles, the judges came to 
their defense. They ruled that 
the Constitution docs not per- 
mit "gujlt by association," 
adding that die deportation 
could not go forward unless 
the government shows that the 
eight Palestinians intended to 
support the Illegal group 
goals" oF the PFLP. 

The eight immigrants are 
Michel Shehadeh, Aiad Barakat, 
Naim Sharif, Khader Hamid, 

Bashar Amer and brothers 
Ayman and Amjad Obeid — 
and Hamid's wife, Julie Mungai 
from Kenya. 

in' its ruling on Wednesday, 
the Supreme Court reversed 
the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals and ruled that the 
1996' immigration law bars fed- 
eral courts from intervening. 
The Supreme Court ruled that 
“deportation is necessary in 
order, to bring to an end an 
ongoing violation of United 
States law. An alien unlawfully 
in this' country has no constitu- 
tional -right to assert selective 
enforcement as a defense 
against his deportation.” 

Many ■ legal , advlsets believe ' 
the Supreme Court ruling has 
closed tii& courthouse doors to 

• . r . 

thousands of illegal' immigrants 
facing deportation, telling 
them, in effect, that they have 
no right to challenge - their 

deportation even if they yvere 
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TARAWNEH: 

JORDAN 

I DECIDES 

FOR 

ITSELF! 


ISDN IS NOW AVAILABLE 
IN JORDAN (PAGES 15,16) 
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'Convicts Mav Be Innocent' 
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TWO CONFESSED SUSPECTS pened. Jordan is a stale of gating these “mysterious ■ 
on 6 crimes, including 7 mur- solid institutions, and there is crimes." 
ders, have also "willingly" no excuse for such an enor. The report said that the 
confessed to five additional These are the lives of iiinn- "female clement was (he main 
crimes committed between cent people we are talking key to all these crimes," list- 
1994 and 1996, two of which about here,” exclaimed ing the details of every crime 
ViHe thought resolved, an Mubaideen. committed. 

Interior Ministry official said In addition, another lawyer, The female element 

who asked to remain referred to in the report, is 
"There are people who are unnamed, told the Arab Daily Suzan, whose presence facill- 
' n jail now. One of them is H those who do not believe rated the operation of the 
serving a life sentence for a this happens, should go to the husband and wife team. The 
i tnme hj may not have com- Criminal Court and check out first victim was the twenty- 
| ™ but was. convicted of. w | iat j s g 0 | n g on there." eight-year old teacher, Fatima 


Interior Ministry official said 
yesterday. 


committed. 

The female 


element 
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e j departments The lawyer refused to get Youssif from Zarqa, who was 
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| L t | I I lie lllWJCI iciliacu IU gci IVIWRII 

L ud |_n° J* ^ ssue serh Into details, however, he said stabbed to death in several 
I m .aid the official who that there are "innocent peo- parts or her body. 
u, ,rr. . . pie locked behind bars.". According to the report, 


didn't ua i in u’ llldl lllLre are iiiiiULUUi peu- pciiia i/i i»vj vuuj. ,%ij r 

He wpTi ^ bC n !T d ‘ p pic locked behind bars.". According to the report, . s/fc... ,,, 

iuflldarviwe todefend the 'Director of the • Amman Bilal who had borrowed his 
’ "Everyone' ^ hi Police ‘ Department, Ziyad friend's car. saw the victim } 

mistakes S |ud 5 aeS ? ire no Na j daw,t tokl a l 5l ' eSS co ^ 6r ‘ ' waltln ^ f0r the bU5 ' H ® SUg ‘ 

.exception There ill h n ° ence Suturday that Bilal Qasim gested to drive her home. 

reirial. and those wWn- ' nnd his wife Siizah liiwllq, Fatlnia agreed because.of .the. gw 

convicted on murder will hp who werc arrested by the presence ' o( . Bilal's wife, . ^ J 

Pleased once th 6 hitcrpole In 1998, confessed Suzan. The 1 two' robbed ^her of. .. ‘^5 

^ddesthey are innoc^nt 1 "’^ t0 otker ^ vc crimes that ■ her '.money before (nurdering 
Arab Daily was asked ^remajned unresolved For the her. 

? «* names of . past : a ‘ 
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day that Bilal Qasim gested to drive her home. 
wife Suzali Ihwnq, Fatlnia agreed because. of. the. 
c arrested by the presence -of . Bilal’s ’ wife. . 
in 1998, confessed Suzan. The two' robbed her of. 
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J 1 to publish the names of Pastyeqrs,; 1 . ' The second. yirtirii Was; the - 

conricts who may now But ^ a J daw ' didn't say that . $4-year-old Lai1a Sha'er, ,wnOi , 

. fdund Innocent. . others .were already serving was strangled, to deqth'wlth a . 

;TWo lawyers involved in this ^ me for som , e of tlieie crl mes;. 0 telephone. ^ire. dtj her h^uSe. : ;; 
“».!iid that this Is a. mistake '■ Me 'onwhile, a 

the Criminal Court has to! .«*. ne « . con/je** 6d ; J CTl#* jf 6 

| . “ res Poiisibllity for. ; revealed narpps of the victims i ■ , oaip d[d|edpd^n J 

_ ■ If this i 8 true, the accused an d how they.^ were 13 

! pns have the right to sue. ^ccording to the twoj arrested ;■ - 

6 court," said’ iamal . •' suspects' confession* ' ' J ! f '' t ki 1 1 fe'q'. ...... 
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EH: JORDAN WELL 


I'EBRUARY M ig’M 


cide 


FOR ITSELF ON ITS ARAB TIES 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan alone 
will decide oil its relations with 
the Arab world. Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh tgld journalists 
here Saturday, in a rebuke to 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who spoke Friday 
of the possibility of an alliance 
between Jordan ami Iraq. 

“We reject the remarks made 
by Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu 
concerning Jordan's . relations ■ 
with other countries," 
Tarawneli said. 

“Tile nature of Jordan’s rela- 
tions and interests with the rc$r 
of die world, including with fra- 
ternal Arab countries, is the 
business of the Kingdom alone, 
and we wilt nut accept any 
interference in this from an 
outside party," lie said. 

However, lie welcomed 
Netanyahu's ‘favorable remarks 
about the late King Hussein,' 1 
expressed in an interview with 
Agence France Presse (AFP) on 
Saturday. 

Tarawneh also repeated 
"Jordan’s hones r com mi tine iu 
to the peace treaty with Israel.” 
signed in October 1994. 

Nctany.ilm. due in Jordan 
Sunday for talks with King 


Abdullah II, angered Amman in 
an address to university stu- 
dents on Friday, when lie said 
Jordan was the only state in the 
region to show support for Iraq 
during the 1991 Gulf War, when 
Iraq fired missiles at Israel. 

“In 1991. who joined 
[Sadd.im| first? It was King 
Hussein of Jordan - the knight 
of peace," Netanyahu said, 
referring to Abdullah's father 
who died earlier this month 
after a 47-year reign. 

Netanyahu told AFP Saturday 
that his reference to King 
Hussein, who died just over 
two weeks ago tram a long bat- 
tle with cancer, was meant 
"with absolute respect" and 
that he had felt "profound pain" 
on his death. 

“King Hussein was indeed a 
champion of pence,” he said, 
adding lie was “confident” that 
King Abdullah would continue 
his father's "clear policies." 

'*[ do believe Jordan is among 
the countries in whose com- 
mon interest it is to do whatev- 
er they can ro prevent the 
armament of Iraq,” Netanyahu 
told AFP. 
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JORDANIAN FM 


TO VISIT KUWAIT 


TO DEVELOP TIES 
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KING THANKS KUWAITI EMIR 


KUWAIT CITY (AH') — 


JurdaUi.in Foreign Minister f 
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age lit y reported Sami day. 


Khalih will i neei with 


Kuwait .s emir. Sheikh J.ihei 


ul-Aliniiid iil-Sali.ih, .iiul hand 
him a message Irnni King 
Abdiill.ih, the news agency 
said, ciiing oHici.il Jordanian 
sources in Aninian. 

Tile Joidtinitin diplomat 
was to have I raveled t 


Kuwait in early February Inn 


the trip was postponed due tu King Hussein's death. 


Kuwait announced e.iilicr this month that Jordan's emba;iy 
in the emirate, closed since 1991. would re-open to mark ihe 


visit. 


lies between Jordan anti Kuwait dote unrated sharply’follow 


ing the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait when Jordan was acciKii 
ol supporting iis neighbor and main nadc partner, Iraq. 


Joiddn's eiubas.sv in Kuwait City was closed after US-lei 


1 1 uves drove lra>ji lioo|i.s limn the emirate <md hundreds of 


thousands of Jiiut.ini,iii ami Palestinian workers were expeBcJ 


from Kuwait. 


us majesty, king 

Hdullah sent a telegram 
if gratitude and apprecia- 
te to His Royal 
i the Emir of 
, Sheikh Jaber Al- 
ii Al-Sabah thanking 
for his noble gesture 
release eight 
anians held prisoner 
valti jails. 

liis telegram, The 
^thanked the Emir for 
noble decision to 


release the Jordanian 
prisoners" saying the 
move has deeply touched 
the hearts of all 
Jordanians. 

King Bdullah hailed the 
Emir's “noble Arab char- 
acter and wise leader- 
ship," and said the Emir's 
decision will play a signif- 
icant role in further 
strengthening relations 
between the two coun- 
tries. 


His Majesty also 
expressed hope that all 
Kuwaiti prisoners abroad 
would return to their 
homeland "to bring joy to £ 
their families." 

The prisoners' release 
was announced by Kuwait 
on the occasion of Its 
National Day on February 
25th, together with 300 
more detainees of differ- 
ent nationalities — Petra. 
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TARAWNEH HOLDS TALKS 
WITH PALESTINIAN OFFICIALS 
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AN UNIDENTIFIED person shot 
and killed jeweler Dlrghain 
Barqawy at his store in Jebel al 
Hussein Saturday night. 

Barqawy, who died at npraxi-. 
ninthly nine thirty. p.m, was 
attacked at around 7 p.m. The. 
49-year-o|d received one shot 
to ;the' .lower abdomen ahd 
another j in . the heart. The : 
talestUie: Hospital which 

^received him . Jelused to'-'glVe- 
s-out any information ’OiY = the : 

y. ■■ • . . " ■ .. .-..i 

.. ■ f i * 


father of four who had arrived 
in serious condition, put later 
died of bis wounds: 

Shocked neighbors and store 
owners; in the area were siir- 
‘ prised that they heard nothing 
. at the time of the attack. 

Ahmad Najdawi, a lawyer and 
dose relative bf. Barqawy, said 
"nothing wds .stolen from die 
jewelry store, it was left intact.” 
,Op ; a ■' more" emotional r.nbtct 
Najdawi went- on to say ’’he was - 

■ ; i ■ « . i ■ - ■ :% » 

• ' . ■ ■ f’ m : i 

• r 1 ' 


Sile of the crime 


|IIL<e] my son and he was a good . 
man.'” 

Amman Police Director, Ziad 
Najdawi, and Muhammad Quda. 
criminal investigation officer, 
Were the first to arrive at the 

I § 

scene. After initial investiga- 
tions, the two officials called in. 
the Criminal ... Investigation 
Police to pursue; tjie case. 

J 'V. f . V . •' 1 • • . i 
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School Girls place wreaths at the tomb of 
His Majesty the Late King Hussein 
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PAYEZ Tarawne b met 

V th Secretar y of the PLO 
nd feu ,, C ? mmittee Mfl hmoud Abbas 
Chief Negotiator Sa'eb 
^ who briefed the Prime Minister 

;f h hl0Ves on both the Arab 
|«jm| , a _? n ? 1 fr t>nts, to push forward 
^ Palestinian | srae || peace talks 

r ^ Prlme Mi ^ lster 
Joked C* h ' S ^ CBnt visit to the 

^fadon ^ ramewor l t of joint 

l^titv atiH t ? tween the Palestinian 

^Mkjdle !! s A e US Administrat i°n on 

Process. . ; 

^ Mim.!' 1 8 A n - Ere,kat met with 
■ .,o er A bdul ]|ah Khatlb, as 

1 . ‘i • - i*. 



RAMZI E. KHOURY 


Editor-In-Chief 
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part of continued discussions and coor-. confederation, Abbas said “no. such thing 
dination between the two sides on the would take ■ place before the indepen- , 

. ■ ii ‘ ■ )• i . i h ! 


latest developments In the peace talks.' 
In remarks following the meetings 

... . _ „ a . JL ■ . I 


deince of Palestine." •• 

He- said 1 Palestinians ■ always express 



Abbas told Petra that, the Pajestlnlari t h e |r hopes regarding the confederation. 
Authority has not yet discussed whether jj Ut cautioned i that "such statement ! 

to postpone the declaration of the should hot be misinterpreted." ; ; 

Palestinian independence, planned for . told , ilhrawiieh that the j 

May 4, and that it has demanded jsrael to Palestinians Wapt.tb "broaden the horl-i 
; Implement pearly and tfpthWIy «ie ■ i 

: wye River Accord. .‘^hisf f : S«rrr -.*”ninWf|rth* [. . 

: ed Its part of the d« at; ind thaUWas up:':, f ■ 

. Palestinian iqndagreed jif the Acwd.;; -v 7 !: 
V ; "'- Oil t h el e. p f*aj 6r d an (p n eG tin lap ■: Pe tyd. v r -. ?. v '|] , ly. j : | V { ' k 

• , • • r . « ■ . r . • t 1 r 'i. 11 , V: ■ 1 !■ „ i'. ,r - 1. v -i , • ‘i 1 1 


THERE IS A lot to commend the police force over. But this is not 
the subject of the day. 

Notorious Bilal and Susan's confession to five additional 
crimes revealed the possibility of innocent people imprisoned 
unjustly, including one man serving a life sentence on charges 
of murder, according to official sources. 

Granted that this may happen ‘in the best of families,’ this is 
nevertheless a reminder of many true stories that come to mind 
regarding how suspects are treated from the day they are 
‘caught* to the day they stand in court. 

Even though some may point a finger at the judiciary system 
— 1 would on the count that a citizen is not tried by a Jury of 
his/her peers in this country — what strikes us most is whBt 
happens once a suspect is up for interrogation. The great urge 
the interrogators have to solve a case is apparent in the way 
they go about their business, so much so, that In many cases, 
once at court, the defendant claims that they were forced to 
confess. 

I have seen with my own eyes the body marks after Interro- 
gation on a couple of occasions, including one case I brought to 
justice. By the time the ordeal was over, 1 wasn't sure if the con- 
fessed criminal hadn't already paid for their crimes even before 
stepping into court. 

The concept of 'you are guilty, admit it, or endure the conse- 
quences if you can’t prove your innocence on the spot’ is a bla- 
tant violation of human rights, even if it produces 'positive' 
results or ends up much cheaper for the state. The use of force 
during interrogation is an atrocity that must be stopped imme- 
diately even if the casualty is guilty beyond doubt. Because or 
these practices, one cannot but wander how many innocent 
people have admitted 'guilt* only to pass through the experi- 
ence unharmed. 

Meanwhile, I am not very happy with how people get treated 
at a police sration after a minor car accident, but that’s a little 
problem. I guess. 

(AS. Jordan has signed mast human rights covenants and declarations) 
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Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Aqel Biltaji will head 
a Jordanian delegation taking 
part in the Berlin Tburism Fair 
which opens during the first 
week of March. 

Representatives from the 
Ministry of Iburism, as well as 
Royal Jordanian Airlines and 
private travel agencies will be 


taking part in the Jordanian 
stand. 

On the sidelines of the Fair, a 
conference on Arab German 
Tourism wEii be held with the 
participation of Arab and 
German delegations represent- 
ing the tourism sectors. 

Biltaji will also open In the 
French capital a Jordanian 


Iburist Office, one of several 
such offices being opened in 
European countries to promote 
Jordan's touristic and archaeo- 
logical places. 

Biltaji will address a press 
conference in which he will talk 
about Jordan's history, and its 
touristic sites — Patra. 




Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Aqel Biltaji received 
Tlinisian outgoing Ambassador, 
Hatem Bin .Othman .who has 
been appointed Chairman of 
the Higher Council for 
Communication in Tunisia. 

The meeting dealt with the 
scopes of cooperation between 
Jordan and Umisia in the area 


of tourism promotion and hotel 
training and management. 

The meeting also discussed a 
joint executive program of 
cooperation between the two 
countries In the fields of spe- 
cialized training and exchange 
or expertise in preserving 
archaeological sites and devel- 
oping handicrafts. 






KHATIB MEETS WITH MPs 


MINISTER OF FOREIGN Affairs 
Abdul-llah AJ-Khatib met with 
the chairman and members of 
tlie Parliament's Arab and 
International Affairs 

Committed as- part of conti n- 
ued and ongoing. coordination 
between the legislative and 
executive bodies. 

Khatib briefed the deputies 
on the latest politial develop- 
ments on the regional and 
International levels, and on 
Jordan's efforts to help achieve 
comprehensive peace In the 
Region, “based on legitimate . 
international decisions and on 
the Madrid Conference which 
deals with all the peace tracks 
of negotiations — Petra. 
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JAPAN PLEDGES 

SUPPORT TO JORDAN 

■ ■ 1 . . ■ . 

■ ■ m ■ 

Tokyo — Spokesperson of Japan’s Foreign Ministry said that 
the expected visit pf the Japanese State Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs to Jordan; is an important one because it is the flrst 
chance for Japan to hold a meeting yritli His Majesty King 
Abdullah Bln Al-Hussein and the Jordanian leadership. The 
, Japanese government aims at supporting Jordan economically, 
the spokesperson added. The Japanese official has started on 
.SatMrday 4 tour. bf the Middle , East, that;- will-, take him tp 
: Pal^stjniatt territories, SBudiArabla, the:Unite<l Arab Einlfttes, 
‘ ' • and l^fael Pet «/' ; V 

■ . . •! : : V“- 7*; -VSH' '• .}* 

. '/ • ■ 1 'V ■■ \ ■ ■■ • ■: 
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FOREIGN MINISTER 
CONORATULATES KUWAIT 
ON NATIONAL DAY 

• Amman — Minister Abdel Hah Khatib extended congratulations 
on behalf of the Jordanian government to the Emir, people and ■ 
government of Kuwait on the occasion of its national day, Khateeb 
wished the people of Kuwait further progress and prosperity. He 
also expressed Jordan’s gratitude to His Highness Sheikh Jabir 
Ahmad Alsabah in issuing a pardon for eight Jordanian prisoners. 

* 71,18 lnltlat !ve by Sheikh Jabir comes within the. framework of the 
growing and Improving brotheHy ties between ftp twi: countries,; 
the foreign. minister added. He expressed hope for more coopera-, 

; tlon between the two countries: ii, ithe ^ > 

•’! i » , - : \ .. f.. • . i'i • s \ '■ ’ i '• ' r 1 i • 
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AMMAN' — Tourism Minister jondan 
Aqel Belcqji will inaugurate relatlorisinPlhf^^ 
next Thursday \ a Jordanian ' ' Tbp, 

tpurism; promotion office In :- wi|] be' attended by 

, Beitaji wlll host a press coh- 
Terence,. Friday, where ;he is\‘ 
expend to. talk; about toiirls- 
tic,;- and- historical . sites- Vin . 
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, - The UN Security 
I on Saturday, wel- 
Eritrea’s decision to 
|in Organization of 
rjlnity’ (OAU) peace 

t ously agreed to by 
t)r Ethiopia. 

Security Council wel- 
ihe acceptance by 
# the head of state 
J the OAU framework 
|ent and recalls the 
xeptance of the agree- 
tf Ethiopia," the coun- 
[in a formal statement 
to by all 15 members, 
council statement, 
it the end of an emer- 
sesslon requested by 
i, also demanded an 
bate halt to all hostlli- * 
< tween the Horn of 
neighbors who 
ed a border war on 
try 6. The II -point plan 
biward in November 
calls for Eritrean 
i to withdraw from posi- 
ihey occupied at the 
of the conflict in May 
ur. It also provides for 
Mionth deployment of 
Keeping and observer 
ud neutral delineation 
k ill-defined border, 
sii President Issaias 
informed the UN 


Saturday in a letter in which 
he acknowledged Ethiopian 
territorial gains in the disput- 
ed area of Bad me. Western 
diplomats said that the move 
meant that Eritrea was In seri- 
ous trouble. 

US President Bill Clinton 
welcomed on Saturday 
Eritrea's acceptance of a 
framework agreement for 
peace with Ethiopia. In a writ- 
ten statement, Clinton said 
that Eritrean President Isayas 
Afewerki had notified him by 
letter that his nation had 
accepted the deal proposed 
by the Organization of African 
Unity. “I welcome this impor- 
tant step by President Isayas 
and join the international 
community in urging both 
parties to end the fighting 
immediately," Clinton said. 

"The United States will con- 
tinue to work with both par- 
ties to achieve a peaceful res- 
olution to this conflict,” 
Clinton said. 

Vastly outnumbered and 
outgunned by Ethiopian 
troops who penetrated its 
main front, Eritrea agreed to 
an African peace plan aimed 
at ending the Horn of Africa 
conflict. 

Eritrean President Isaias 


Afwerki informed the UN 
Security Council of its accep- 
tance of an Organization of 
African Unity draft accord — a 
proposal Ethiopia agreed to 
when it was offered late last 
year, but which Eritrea had 


the fronts since fighting 
intensified earlier this week. 
But Eritrea made no attempt 
to deny the Ethiopians' turf 
gains, which were widely seen 
as the beginning of the end of 
the war. 


UN, US welcome the 


agreement between 


the two countries 


rejected. 

The Eritrean concession, 
which could end nine months 
of fighting over the two coun- 
tries' 1,000-kilometer border, 
came after the Ethiopians 
punched through the main 
front of Badme on Friday and 
seized new territory in 
Eritrea. 

Until Saturday, Eritrea had 
called it a temporary setback, 
and even broadcast a state- 
ment on state radio asserting 
it had killed more than 9,000 
Ethiopian soldiers and 
wounded 12,000 others while 
suffering no significant casu- 
alties of its own. 

Neither country has permit- 
ted journalists to approach 


There was no immediate 
reaction in Ethiopia to the 
Eritrea's' decision to accept 
the OAU proposal, which 
came at midnight In the Horn 
of Africa. 

Despire repeated attempts 
by the OAU to broker peace, 
Eritrea had taken issue with a 
clause in the accord demand- 
ing that it unilaterally with- 
draw its troops from disputed 
border areas before any 
cease-fire could be reached. 

Ethiopia and Eritrea are 
contesting parts of their bar- 
ren, largely uninhabited bor- 
der. The latest fighting, which 
began Feb. 6, ended an eight- 
month stalemate after full- 
scale war killed 1,000 people 


last May and June. 

Though Eritrea fought a 30- 
year war against Ethiopia and 
was granted independence in 
1993, the border between the 
two countries was never offi- 
cially declared. 

But many observers say the 
conflict appears to be less 
about disputed borders than 
ideological differences, trade 
problems and personal rivalry 
between the two countries' 
leaders. 

The fighting raged despite 
a Security Council resolution 
adopted earlier this month 
that demanded an immediate 
cease-fire and a halt to arms 
sales to both countries. 

Robert Fowler of Canada, 
president of the Security 
Council, told members 
Saturday that Ethiopia was 10 
kilometers deeper into 
Eritrean territory since break- 
ing through at Badme. 

Ethiopian government 
spokeswoman Selome 

Tadesse said that fighting 
continued Saturday, but that 
it was "decreased, and less 
intense," in line with Eritrea's 
explanation late Friday that it 
had withdrawn and re-estab- 
lished a new front line. 

“Ethiopian forces have been 


consolidating their victories 
achieved earlier in the week 
and strengthening their posi- 
tions on the Badme front," 
Selome said. 

On Friday, Ethiopia claimed 
"significant victories” and 
said its warplanes shot down 
a second Eritrean MiG-29 near 
Badme before breaching the 
60-kilometer front line. 

With Eritrea accepting the 
OAU proposal, attention 
turned to Ethiopia to see 
whether it, too, would honor 
the agreement or make the 
most of its momentum by 
continuing its drive into 
Eritrea. 

Seiome's statement, before 
the Eritrean concession 
became known, suggested 
things still could go either 
way. 

"Ethiopia has no Interest in 
gaining Eritrean territory, but 
it will accept nothing less 
than the restoration of its 
own sovereign territory,” she 
said. 

Ethiopia, with its 58 million 
people, dwarfs Eritrea, whose 
population is just 3.5 million. 

(See another 
story on pagc9) 


RIENDS TURN TO ENEMIES IN YEMEN 
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Yemen finds itself in 
J»onntemational terrorism. 
i“ d December four forcign- 
pUlkd in the first politically 
E 8 ™ Induction, and now a pre- 
jft Midiown terror group has 
gall British and US citizens to 
country within 1 1 days. 1 

if* .** not * they face death, 
^8 to a written message from 
BJof, Suicide Groups 66. The 
B^mmenUs on the horns of 
BWi for It Is partly responsible 
U* In militancy. 
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spoils to divide, the power struggle 
has begun. They are trying to hit 
back because the president wants to 
be rid of them.'' 

The current extremists distinguish 
themselves from the religious 
groups. The president has given 
Interior Minister Mohammad Hussein 
Al Arab a free hand In dealing with 
the groups since he was referred to 
as "godless” by the self-styled war- 
riors of God, a Western diplomat 
says. 

In the opinion of the Interior min- 
ister, “we are dealing with a group of 
young people without grassrpots 
support," who have brought vandal- 
ism and terror to Yemen with foreign 
support. 


“Now the Yemen has to deal with 
the. mess," he adds. 

Sheikh Abdul Madjld Al Slndani, 
the religious leader of the arch-con- 
servative islnli Party who is revered 
by many Yemenis, Is at pains to limit 
the damage. 

Slndani Issued a fatwa in 1992 that 
called for war against United States 
trqops If they stopped over In the, 
port of Aden, and the extremists of 
today are stllj using this fatwa to 
legitimate their attacks, on forelgn- 


nobody react to the aggression in 
Iraq, is one question," Bogart says, 
adding that the problem is US policy 
in the region, which is regarded by 
many as unjust and unbalanced. 

Saqqaf" does not deny the possibili- 
ty of a swing to the right, particular- 
ly for . economic reasons, With an 
average dally income of one dollar 


and one of the world’s highest 
birthrates - four children and more is 
the rule - Yemen is one of the poorest 
countries. 

"When the Yemenis have had 
enough of corruption, bureaucrats, 
officers and intellectuals could be 
tempted to give the extremists a 
chance," he says, 
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. Now the sheikh, with his red beard 
and white jellabia Is calling for mod- 
eration! "Our religion does not forbid 
people to visit us and learn' about our 
country... It |s not in accordance with 
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"The security forces surrounded !, our. religion. to dttack forejgn; tourists 
them and they Incurred heavy losses. f with valid ylsaS, even If they^come 
Most are now In court or )ri detention froin a country at Vyar with up! 
while their cases are being invest|gat-„ C : .THe [militants , do not .at ; the 
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A senior state official Is: of the' i of the political landscape, -aptor^ ng 
opinion that the faty/S, or. Wflftic. >to. 
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“Allied aiicmtl were involved this 
mu mini; in attacks on Iraqi militaiy 
installations in response to earlier Iraqi 
violations ur the southern no-lly 
zone," a defense ministry spokesman 
told reporters in London. 

He said allied planes had come 
under anti-aircraft fire late Friday. 

There was no “detailed assessment 
as yet" on casualties in Iraq, said the 
spokesman, who stressed that “we tar- 
get military installations only with pre- 
cision-guidcd weapons and carefully 
select our targets." 

The attacks came as Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan reiterated tract's 
determination ro fight the 110 -fly 


zones. 
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(FIL1S) A Ilia picture shows an F/18 Hornet |et fighter peraparlng to take off from the flight deck of 
USS Carl Vinson. Carl Vinson Is operating at a high level of readiness In support of Operation 
leuthsrn Watch. Iraqi News Agency said 23 Iraqi were wounded 27 February In an attack by 
“enemy" |sts an military and civilian sites south of Iraq. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Hie latest skirmish 
in m aerial war of attrition between 
Baghdad and US-Brirish allies left 23 
Iraqis wounded on Saturday when 
‘enemy" jets hit targets in the south, >i 
military spokesman said. 

The spokesman told the official INA 
news agency that 1 1 "enemy" forma- 
tions carried out 28 sorties. 

These black crows bombed military 


and civilian sites in the Missan 
province, injuring ’23 citizens," lie said, 
without clarifying if they were civilians 
ur soldiers. 

T-l-ls, F*l5s and F-IBs, backed by 
AWACS aircraft penetrated Iraqi air- 
space at US 1 5 GMT and left it at UG3x 
GMT," the spokesman said, referring 
solely to US aircraft. 

“Our anli-niivnifi defenses resisted 


these liustile formations, forcing them 
to llee with shame and defeat to their 
harmlul bases Iniin where they took 
olf in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia," lie 
said. 

Britain denied civilian sites were tar- 
geted in the raids and said the attacks 
came the morning after British and US 
warplanes were shot at by Iraqi anti- 
aircraft gunners. 


"Iraq rejects the logic of force adopt- 
ed by the United States to impose their 
hegemony on the whole world," 
Ramadan rold journalists on the side- 
lines of a conference in Baghdad. 

“The violation of Iraq's airspace is a 
continuation of the aggression in 1991 
|Gulf War] and not that which took 
place in 1998 (Desert Fox air war|. 
With this new escalation we expect a 
new aggression any moment," he said. 

These were the latest attacks since 
Wednesday, when Iraq said US strikes 
uii anti-aircraft defenses south of 
Baghdad had left "several dead and 
injured." 

The ruling Banth party's Alii Tliawra 
newspaper on Friday urged Arab srates 
to pressure Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
into halting the US-led overflights from 
their territory. 

It accused Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 


"of providing financial and logistical 
help to ensure the coiiiinu.nU'ii and 
intensification of the aggression." 

The United States and Britain have 
been -staging regular raids on Iraqi air 
defenses in the no-fly zones over Iraq 
since December's Desert Fox air 
strikes. 

The no-fly zones, north of the 3Gth 
parallel and south of the 33rd parallel, 
were set up by the allied forces in the 
aftermath of the 1991 war in support 
of UN resolutions. 

They are aimed at protecting the 
Kurdish population in the north and 
Shiite Muslims in the south from 
repression by Iraqi government forces, 
although Lliey are nor covered by any 
UN resolution. 

Iraq has repeatedly condemned the 
zones as illegal. 

Meanwhile at the United Nations, 
Iraq shifted its position and submitted 
a report to a UN panel examining the 
disarmament of Iraqi weapons of mass 
destiuction. 

Until now Iraq had refused to coop- 
erate with the panel, whose initial ses- 
sion was to wind up Saturday, panel 
ch airmail Ambassador Cel so Amorim 
said. 

The Iraqi govern mem has described 
the panel as a “waste ot time" mid a 
"procrastination" by the Security 
Council which would only delay the 
lifting of UN sanctions linked to disar- 


mament. 


ARABS RALLY IN BAGHDAD 
FOR LIFTING OF UN SANCTIONS 


EMIRATES PROTESTS 


J lbAD (AFP) — Around 250 
hade unionists staged a 
tst in the Iraqi capital on 
day to call for a lifting of 

sanctions in ■ force since 

i; ■ ' • • 

le demonstrators, who 
1 in Baghdad for a congress. 

' d outside offices of the UN 
i! °Pment Program and 
ered a message for UN 
£ taiy General Kofi Annan 
ta!lil ^ r ° r end to sanctions, 
■fte embargo was slapped on 
.*• for its August 1990 inva- 
JK)fl pr Kuwait. 

fhe message to Annan, the 

S ter * a,so stemmed the 
Jhitish air war launched in 

S"*® “s well as the "no- 

° Ver sout hern and 

lraq patroi,ed hy the 
'*° Western allies;' . ; 

^ d .!^onstr a to^; Irort a., 


IRANIAN ACTIVITY ON 






AFP pholo 


DISPUTED GULF ISLAND 



DUBAI (AP) — The United 
Arab Emirates has protested 
to the United Nations over 
Iran's opening of a municipal 
office, which was used in 
Friday's voting, on the disput- 
ed Gulf island of Abu Muda. 

Emirates newspapers . said 
Saturday that the Emirates' 
representative to the, United 
Nations, Mohammad Jassim 
Sainhan, brought the issue to 

r -• r !. . 

this attention of UN Secretary* 

. . ' , .. »• | , '• ' 

. General Kofi Annan in a ifteet- 


conductcd Friday on the I 

island in Iran's first municipal nio 

elections since the 1 979 eat 

Islamic revolution. The official try 

spoke on customary condition w j. 

of anonymity, t h, 

The report came os Iran . 
announced Saturday that navy ^ 

and air force units had begun _ 

• re! 

'a nine-day exercise in the- 

... sa 

Persian Gpifand Gulf of Oman, 

• ' ■ 1 • i . • " ’ ' . ; . ' ■ 

which Would, incline the seas r : 

• . 4 ' • : " . \ 

around Abq Musa.:' ■ , - . ■ 

•. . ! 1 " . ’ ni 

The Emirates' official hews : 

. ■ f ■; r? • . .■ •- * 11 .. • * 


He described the Iranian 


move as an "unjustified provo- 
cation" and repeated his coun- 
try's claim to Abu Musa, 
which Iran occupied in 1974, 
the agency said. 

Tlie Emirates has called. for 


international arbitration to 


resolve the dispute. Iran lias 

• i 

said it wants direct, talks. 

* ■ 

WAM 'said the Emirates 


TT-T* -T ■ • ■ " ... T- ••• \ : ’• gave a protest letter about the 

thfe attention of UN Secretary* around Abq Musa.:* • 

■ >1 ■ j j, ' ■ municipal office to .Iranian 

General Koff Annan in a iheet- :• '< The Emirates offidal hews ; | .■ 
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ISRAEL CLOSES PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel on 
Saturday completely dosed ofT the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip until Wednesday to prevent 
Palestinian attacks during the Jewish festival 
of Purim, an Israeli military spokesman said. 

Defense Minister Moshe Arens imposed the 
measure following "warnings of intended ter- 
rorist attacks" during the holiday, the 
spokesman said. 

It is the first complete Israeli shut-down of 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip since mid- 
October. 

The closure means some 60,000 Palestinians 
employed in Israel will be unable to get to 
their jobs as well as another 40,000 or so who 
work there illegally. 

According to Palestinian officials, even a par- 
tial closure of the territories costs workers 
two million dollars a day in lost salaries. 

Meanwhile, Israeli settlers clashed Saturday 
with Palestinian villagers trying to prevent 


them from expanding a settlement in the 
southern West Bank, witnesses said. 

The settlers had set up an isolated farm a 
few months ago dose to the Hcrodium archae- 
ological site, as part of a campaign to extend 
existing settlements and establish new 
unsanctioned ones. 

Villagers said the settlers, who were armed 
and guarded by dogs, beat the protestors. 

A group of about 60 Israeli peace activists, 
who were being shown round the region by a 
member of the Palestinian parliament-, Salah 
Tamari, went to the site after the incident. 

Troops kept them apart from the settlers 
while they held a demonstration, which ended 
without violence. 
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Palestinian* demonstrate in support off Kurdish leadur AMbIIsIi 

burn an Israeli flag In the west bank town ef Ramallah Saturday. ^ 


MOROCCAN GENERAL'S DAUGHTER TELLS OF TORTURE 
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L " l l I Ml ] , T J J ,1 » J J ; i P r,ncess in his harem, then ban- 

1 1 M »Kj 4 ll 1 M || ished her and her family when 

she was 19. She said: ‘My real 
f|l0.SYiJl)P uOy father tried to murder my adopt- 
ed father and was killed for it. 

E ven in the safety of her aus- That is my tragedy, my family's 
tere flat in Paris's dull 13th tragedy.' 

arrondissement, " Malika ' Now 45, Malika Is a striking 
Oufkir finds it difficult to talk woman, her Face slightly scarred 
about shout , her terrifying 24 by an old traffic accident, her 
yeslts as a prisoner of Morocco’s hair henna-red against a pale skin 

. -King Hassan 11,. 900 words (MALI- that helped her to pass as an 
. KA) BY PAUL WEBSTER . Italian when on the run. Her dis- 

PARIS, Even in the safety of her misting stare betrays the inner 
austere flat in Paris's dull 13th strength that kept her persecut- 
nrrondlss^irieiit. Malika Oufkir ed family together when the 
.finds It difficult to talk about world forgot they existed. 

■ • a \ out her terrifyiiig- 24 years as a La Pri so ,miere is the first, 
pnsoner of Morocco's King account of two decades of ' - 

Ha “ an 1,1 physical deprivation and 

To dodge questions, she mental torture. Mlchee H 

quotes passages from her long- Fitoussi, the Parisian jour- I 

suppressed accounts of damp nalist who co-authored the I 

cells, foul food, scorpions, brutal book, said the ordeal had I 

guards, hunger strikes and her left Malika with a sense oF I 

extraordinary family's determlna- detachment that shocked I 

tion to defy a vengeful king vivid-, strangers. ’Even with her H 
ly described in the book she has sophisticated air and her H 

co-authored called La portable telephone, she H 

risonmere. seems like a creature from I 

While Eric Bordrcuil. the another planet. She Is M 

French architect she married afraid of crowds, the W 

recently, watches over her. Metro, new technology.' 

Malika seems suspicious, as if La Prisonniere is a story 
she half expe'ets to be rearrested Q r shattered friendship 
and taken back to North Africa between an autocratic ruler 
for further punishment for her and his closest confidant, 
father s sins. an elegant, scheming for- ■ ■ 

It is onfy two years since mer French army officer. '■'■V,; 

Malika, her mother and. her five The young king leant heav- j 

rothers and sisters were ily bn General Oufkir when ••■■■ * 

allowed to leave Morocco after he came tq the throne in |^£ 

an international outcry over their 1961. 

. inhuman treatment, a drawn-out lb please the king, the 'fl 
act of royal vengeance because general used his influence ■ 

: their father. General Muhammad with the French Gaullist H 

Oufkir, led a failed coup against government of the dme to H 

r . ■ kidnap Hassan'si popular . JH 

Malika opponent, Mehdl . Ben ™ 
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■ c * ’ ’ l- . 1 i ■’ ' • ! '■ ' ' 

. . I . »> ■ • . . | • . * ' • * ■ ■■ 

. j ' \\ .. . • ■: * ■' 5 1 -» : 

— — -- - • • •• ‘i • - 


Saint-Germain in 1965. The crime 
has still not been cleared up. 

The kidnappers, members of 
De Gaulle's parallel police, 
alleged that Oufkir himself mur- 
dered Ben Barka after torturing 
him in a Paris cellar and sending 
his severed head back to Rabat. 

By 1972, Oufkir, now Interior 
Minister, had become the most 
outspoken internal critic of 
Nassau's corrupt regime. Malika, 
aged 16. was a pawn in the rival- 
ry between the two. 

'I had a dream childhood as the 
companion to the king's daugh- 
ter.in.tlie harem, among the royal 
'concubines and wives, but the 


stronger my father became polit- 
ically the more I was used as a 
bargaining counter between him 
and the court,’ she said. 

When she was sent back to her 
family at the age of 16, Malika 
became the focus of the 
paparazzi, driving her Maserati, 
flirting with film star Alain Delon, 
dressing at Dior and planning a 
Hollywood career. 

The free life came to an end 
when two Moroccan air force jets 
tried to shoot down the king's 
plane in August 1972. Soon after- 
wards. Oufkir was found dead 
with five bullets in his body. It 
was officially described as sui- 


cide In remorse for the failed 
coup. 

Hassan, ‘the torturer' in 
Malika's words, banished her 
entire family, including her two- 
year-old brother, to secrer jails 
where La Prisonniere learnt to 
‘hate the king for breaking my 
life'. 

Taken blindfolded from one 
isolated location to another, the 
family stayed united for 1 5 years 
before Malika, her sister Maria 
and two oF her brothers tun- 
nelled their way out of a desert 
prison in 1987. For weeks they 
wandered about the country 
hunred by police, rejected as 


pariahs by (fiends and (anij 
who refused to hide diem. 

With borrowed money. & 
four made their way to Tanps 
where they contacted a find 
radio station on the d.i 
President Francois Mittem?! 
was flying to Morocco to dim 
H assan. Within days, the Di 
kirs' case had been taken up h 
France, and Morocco was forced 
to end 1 5 years of persecution ii 
jail, replacing it with humiliate 
house arrest. Even when that mj 
lifted in 1991, Hassan fiustratcd 
every attempt by the family dur- 
ing the next five years to serta 
new life abroad. 
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OCALAN LAWYER DEMANDING 


BETTER PROTECTION 


ATHENS. ANKARA (AP) - A lawyer for 
imprisoned Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullph Ocalan demanded Saturday 
(hat TUrkey provide better security for 
Ibe legal stafTand move his client from 
Ifae prison island where Ocalan is the 
only inmate. 

Osman Baydemir also insisted that 
Tbricey take measures to calm the 
Intense patriotic fervor that has erupt- 
ti since Ocalan's capture by TLirkish 
commandos earlier this month. 

Rarely is the name Ocalan men- 
tioned in the Turkish media without 
die words "terrorist" or "baby-killer" 
used first. 

“Defending Abdullah Ocalan is 
impossible if these conditions are not 
fulfilled," Baydeinir told The 
Associated Press. 

Hirklsh police detained Baydeinir on 
Friday for alleged links to Ocalan's out- 
lawed Kurdistan Workers Party or PKK. 

Baydemir was released early 
Saturday without being charged. 

One of Baydemir's colleagues, 
Ahmet Zeki Okcuoglu, resigned Friday, 
saying he has received death threats 
against himself and his family. 

Right-wing extremists Thursday 
stoned a bus carrying Okcuoglu and 
other lawyers to the island prison 
where Ocalan is kept. 

The state has to protect us," said 
Baydemir, who was not in the bus at 
the time it was attacked. 

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit 
brushed aside the lawyers' concerns, 
siying they were baseless. 

"Wfe are extremely sensitive about 
maintaining their security," Ecevit said 
Saturday. 

Western human rights have said the 
Ocalan trial will be seen as a test case 
fot llirkey's human rights record. 
.Wridsh politicians have bristled at sug- 
gestions of irregularities. 

Baydemir, a member of the Ankara- 
»*d Human Rights Association, also 
^tended that Ocalan be transferred 
.^jjnrali Island, a prison in the Sea 


nf Marmara Sea. 

The prison is run by the military and 
not the Justice Ministry, he said. 

Baydemir is one of 15 lawyers who 
have volunteered to defend Ocalan at 
the request nr the family of the Kurdish 
guerrilla leader. 

Ocalan has not yer approved a 
defense team. 


After sheltering Ocalan, top Greek 
officials assisted an “international con- 
spiracy" that led to the Kurdish rebel 
leader’s capture by Turkish comman- 
dos. an Ocalan associate alleged 
Saturday. 

“We will not forget that our leader 
was surrendered with the help of 
Greek officials,” said Semsi Kilic, who 
was granted political asylum in Greece. 

The allegariuns could extend the 
political nightmare for Greece, which 
had brought . Kilic and two other 
Ocalan aides from Nairobi, Kenya, oil 
Thursday. Greek officials had hoped 
helping the Ocalan allies would end 
the harsh Tullum following the arrest of 
the Kurdish lender Feb. 15. 

But .Kilic did nut offer other evi- 
dence to back up her accusations or 
show what Greece would stand to gain 
by helping hand uver Ocalan to its 
arch-rival Turkey. 

The government slammed . Kilic's 
charges, arguing that she had "com- 
pletely ndupted the most wretched 
Turkish propaganda." 

"This delirium of false and anti- 
Greek charges ... cannot be tolerated," 
said government spokesman Dimitris 
Rcppas. "Many questions remain unan- 
swered and we will look Into the role 
played by . Kilic." 

.Kilic focused her charges specifical- 
ly on Simitis and the officials who lost 
their jobs because of the Ocalan scan- 
dal: three Cabinet ministers and the 
head of the national intelligence ser- 
vice, l-lamlamhos Stavrakakis. 

They took part in Ocalan's "delivery 
into the blood-stained hands of 


Hirkey," said . Kilic. But she added that 
Ocalan's Kurdistan Workers Party, or 
PKK. had no plans to retaliate againsr 
Greece or other countries the group 
accuses of helping Turkey nab Ocalan. 

The PKK has waged a 1 5-year war for 
Kurdish autonomy against Hirkey. The 
conflict has claimed more than 37,000 
lives, 

Ocalan's arrest was considered a 
monumental humiliation for Greece, 
where many people support the 
Kurdish fight for self rule. It also 
rocked financial markets nt the time 
Greece is struggling to join the 
European Uniun's single currency 
group by 2001 . Simitis has come under 
direct denunciations from some mem- 
bers of the governing Socialist Party. 

. Kilic joined Ocalan while lie was 
hiding at the Greek ambassador's resi- 
dence in Nairobi. The two other 
women brought from Kenya with . Kilic 
were not present at the news confer- 
ence. 

She claimed Stavrakakis had passed 
details of Ocalan's whereabouts to the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and 
that Greece had worked with other 
countries toward his capture. 

"Greece, the United States. Russia, 
Israel. Hirkey and Kenya took part in 
this international conspiracy," Kilic 
said. "We would like our friends, the 
Greek people, to know the truth ... 
They were betrayed together with us." 

Israel has denied any role in Ocalan's 
arrest. The United States said it had no 
direct involvement, but some Greek 
officials believe Washington could 
have offered intelligence information 
on Ocalan's movements. 

Greek officials had said Ocalan 
Ignored their warnings and decided to 
leave the ambassador's residence with 
Kenyan authorities, who they said 
promised to transport him to the air- 
~port for a flight to the Netherlands. 
They have vigorously denied having 
any complicity in his arrest. 

Hirkey has repeated accused Greece 
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of providing military support for the In Athens, prosecutors have 


Kurdish guerrillas it calls terrorists _ launched an investigation into the dr- 
allegations that Athens angrily denies. 1 cumstances of Ocalan's arrest and 


Hirkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem interviewed the three Kurdish aides 
reiterated claims Saturday that Greece later Saturday. 


should be labeled a "terrorist coun- 
try". 

"We have already proved may times 


. Kilic insisted Ocalan's capture will 
not cripple the PKK. 

"Some believed that by cutting oflf 


that Greece is a terrorist country," Cem the head, the rest of the party would 
was quoted as saying by Hirkey's • die," she said. "But our war ... has led 


Anatolian news agency. 


to millions of Ocalans." 
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®™*SAID FRlbAY that Ethiopian troops had 

a defensive lirie on the Badme. 

• ■iji - ^?! r disputed western border. 

m ■ Slieer weight of numbers ... they 

t0 t * iro Mgb one of our 

tyokesRian v p<,sitlons '" s a*d government 
Yermane Gebremeskel. 

jJlhlijui 'if t ng began on Tuesday with an ■ 
Sj"n5 ro “? d J aimed at racaptu* 

flu ’niiirsH S ,p u ed by ’ Er ' trean .forces last May. ! 

“W’whani^’ 5 - deS; Calmed to have the. 
lies. *, t0 l? av *f inflicted heavy. casual 

E ^' Sa,d ^ - h ad- destroyed 31 .Ethippiaq ' : 

J. .= '. : 4 : - r Vv 


The Guardian 


& THE ARAB DAILY 


tanks and shot down ap attack helicopter, while After an dight-month lull, the bparder war 
Ethiopia claimed . to have caused "heavy; dam- ifeignitgd at Badme oh Feb. 6 -and spread- to 
age" to ground and air. forces; , , . ‘ fronts at TSorona , 1 .south ojf the .Eritrean capital .. 

Mr. Yermane ?did, Ethiopia's "humetifcal supe- Asmara,: and Bun^ southwest .of the Red - Sea 

rlority" finally alldwed Its solcjier^Vtb break port of Assab. ^ 

through at <)ne place qlong rhe Pfldmer Eritrea gained independ^nc^ frorn Ethiopia in / H 

front. He added) '‘The Ethldpians h&ve’.emptiKi. Ma Relations; began r ■ 

the .other fi^ 0 >brln^m»pps ^ in^ 

They have launched ImnlW^ayrptta^..; . fi J® ./L- - jjf a te he Wed 'effortto. persuade tllo Erltrean-gov.. 

Neltherslde .’ Aerttofeht ^ecea 0 ttheoe,ce :P l.n: which c.lli? 
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DOCT OR ABGDIN HALILAJ. no-H i , 

39 and an ethnic Athenian doctor 
working on one uf Kosovo's now- 

you-see-ir-now-you-don't frontlines, is I .rul'd" <.v| 

by the lack of medicine at his makeshift surgery, in a half-built 
house outside the small town of Glognvac. 

It s a drastic situation," says Dr Halilaj in his tiny consult- 
ing room. "Sometimes I can't sleep thinking about the situ.i- j 
tion people are in, Outside, the waiting room is packed with 
coughing elderly people and snuffling youngsters. A ha by 
sucks at her drawn-Jooking mother, who sirs beneath a poster 
extolling the virtues of breast feeding. A wood stove crackles 
in die corner. 

All Dr Halilaj can offer the 100-300 patients who crowd his 
surgery each day is the touch of his stethoscope anti instruc- 
tions written on scraps of paper. 

The main problem is Lite cold.' 1 he says, referring to the 
more than 210,000 people still displaced hy fighting in the 
Serbian state. "There are n lot of stomach ami ihio.it illness- 
es, chronic bronchitis and hypertension, scabies. ] think wc 
also have tuberculosis hut I haven't any means of diagnosing 

E . i 

This is galling for a specialist in chest diseases: Dr Halilaj 
was fired by die Serbian authorities last year from his job at I 
Glogovnc’s main medical centre, ostensibly Tor failing to turn 
up to work, lie had fled fighting. He is now paid in flout, cook- 
ing oil and other essentials by the Mother Teresa 1 Foundation, 
to support his wife and four children. 

The real reason Dr Halilaj lost his job. like many other med- 
ical professionals in Kosovo., is that he found himself in the fir- 
ing line in the state's year-old conflict. Doctors have been tar- 
geted by the Serbian security forces, who aim to prevent the 
Kosovo Albanian medical establishment from being appropri- 
ated by the ethnic Albanian guerrillas of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army. As hundreds of ethnic Albanian medical personnel Inst 

tlieif jobs in the Serbian state system, this alternative estab- 
lishment emerged. 

Dr Halilaj provided what care he could while on the run in 

the nimmtaius during last year's brutal summer offensive in 
Kosovo. 

He lost liis colleague from the medical centre, l)r Let Ukaj, 
who was tracked down by the Serbian security forces. "He fled 
imo the mountains with the wounded after Hie KLA had to 
abandon Gradica," said a doctor and human lights worker, 
who declined to be named. "They found a plmn.grapli of him 
next to the body which would indicate they I the Serbian 

forces) were Looking for him. The fingers on his right hand 
were cut off." 

Or Halilaj's other colleague of 15 years. Dr Hafir Sliala. dis- 
appeared on April 10 last year. "Their (the Serbian authorities') 
intention was to prevent a medical system controlled hy the 
KW or one operating in KLA territory," said the human rights 
worker. "They were targets of the Serbian government." 

The nusron-based Physicians for Human Rights has docu- 
mented the killings of four doernrs. the arrest or 28 medical 
personnel, all since released, and the. disappearance of three, 

Di Sliala and two Serb medical workers abducted by the KLA. 
Treating anyone from a KLA- controlled area is a crime. "It's 

hard to keep the Hippocratic oath,'* the human rights worker 
said. 

One doctor, whose name cannot be published Tor security 
reasons, was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment for treat- 
ing a 60-year-old woman from a KLA-held zone, the worker 
said. He has been released under appeal. Another doctor 
received a five-month sentence for the same "crime". 

This makes Dr Halilaj's task perilous, as his surgery sits on 
a muddy track between Territory controlled by the guerrillas 
and the town, still held by the Serbian authorities. Ethnic 
Albanians will only go to statc-mn hospitals as a last resort, 
fearing harassment on the roads into towns. 

Tm afraid to go to Pristina, the police might beat me," savs 

Nasuf aged 48, clutching one orDr Halilaj's Instructions to fix 
an aching head. ,- 

A . H D ]\ Ha,i,a J will say of his patients is that If a wounded 
Serb sold'etAvere brought to him. it would be his duty to treat 
him. We have no safety anywhere;" he says of his fellow doc- 
tors. But we have courage and self-confidence." 

: ! • , , ' By Chris Bird in Glpgovac 
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j LAGOS (AP) — I'iltcun years .ifier their 
f last civilian leader was misted in a mili- 
tary coup, Nigerians began the long- 
awaited process ill electing a new presi- 
dent in the country's latest transition 
from military rule. 

At outdoor polling stations in tile com- 
mercial capital of l.agos, voters began lin- 
ing up around 8 a.ni. (0700 GMT) for 
accreditation, while on some street cor- 
ners, groups of exuberant young men 
shared bottles of palm wine, singing and 
chanting party slogans. 

Voting began .it M:30 a. in. and ended 
at 2:3(1 p.ni. in some 1 IO.UOO polling sta- 
tions across the country. Early results 
could be released hy late Saturday, and a 
winner was expected to he declared 
sometime Sunday. 

m 

Tire re were im re pores of violence 
Saturday morning, and police and sol- 
diers patrolled the city streets to prevent 
anti-government fringe groups from car- 
rying out threats to disrupt the ballot. 

The election pits retired Gen. Olusegun 
Obnsanju against former Finance Minister 
01 ii Fa lac. Both were political prisoners 
under the late military dictator Gen. Sani 
Abaclia. whose sudden death last June set 
off the transition to civilian rule. 

Nigeria, an ethnically divided country 
with large oil reserves hut extreme 
poverty, has been plimdiMecl ofits riches 
by successive military busses. Its last 
experiment with democracy, the 1991 
presidential . elect unis, was canceled hv 
the military 

This time. Nigerian citizens and 
Abiicha's replacement, Gen. Alnl til salami 
Alnihaknr, say they are determined to 
return to civilian rule. 

Ahubakar repeared Itis vow to resign 
and hand over power in the election win- 
ner and said he would not enter politics. 

"I'm resigning from the army." he said. 
“I've put in my best for my country, and 
I'm going home to rest." 

Ahubakar could not vote as lie arrived 


falae 



The media crowds around Nlqerla 
Ohasanjo pj ho .as,. hi. faWrt 


Olusegun 


at an Aluijn polling station a few minurcs 
late for accreditation. 

"Today will be better in every way." 
said former U.S. President |immy Carter 
iluriiig a visil to a polling siaiinii in 
Abuja. 

Cartel is leading ,i delegation of elec- 
tion obsei ver.x I nun his Atlanta-based 
Carter Center and the National 
Democratic lnstiuuc. 

Ohasaiiiu. the Imm-runuiT. is the only 
Nigerian military ruler in voluntarily 
hand over power In an elected civilian. 
But President Sheliu Shagari was uvei- 
thimvii four ycais later in another mili- 
tary coup in December 1983. 

Ohasanjo lias loug-Mumling ties in 
Nigeria's powerful northern elite, whose 
connections and funding have helped cre- 
ate a strong political machine ihai 
appears ro have overwhelmed Falae. 

Util his military background has made 
his Peoples Democratic I’aity iinpupular 
among many of his own tribe, the 


Yomhas of southwestern Nigeria, wl 
have long chafed under army rule. 

lal.ie, a Yale-l rained econnmi! 
respected technocrat and former bank 
bus the support of the country's nth 
i wo p.n i ies, i lie All Peoples Parly and il 
Alliance fur Democracy. 

He is best known lor backing a stri 
gem and unpopular pragiam ro resiru 
Hue Nigeria's economy, pushed by ink 1 
ii.iiitin.il lending institutions Ihii everti 
ally abandoned by Lhc military guwii 
mem. . 

All hough l-alae has called fur J jicACeli 
lian.siiioii. a few o| his more radii, 
Yoruha suppuiicrs, especially from ill 
iiiilu.iul Uduilun group, have openl 
iluv.itened violence if their candidal 
loses. 

"II ohasanjo wins, we will riot." sai 
Bashir Akinsihii. swigging palm wine mil 
a group of young men chanting and daw 
ing in ilu* l.agos Island neighborhood!! 
Aide. "It’s win nr war." 
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KOSOVO FIGHTING SPORADIC 

TROOPS DEPLOYED 


PRISTINA (K) — Serb troops 
deployed in force throughout 
Kosovo on Snturday and spo- 
radic MgliLing was reported in 
the northern part , of the 
Serbian province. 

At least two more ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas were 
killed in fighting late on 
Friday, Albanian and Serb 
sources said. 

m 

- International aid Workers 
said sporadic firefights tori- 
finned in the Vucitrn area, 
where government troops 
have beeii. conducting a "win- 
ter field exercise" over thy 
past few days. . 

. International \ monitors' 
repotted a heavy police pies* ■ 
ence :'bii, , roads; especially 
around, areas . whtlfe . thefe'-; 
haYef bde'ri' recent "-dashes 


between security forces and 
ethnic Albanian rebels. 

A large convoy of Yugoslav 
army vehicles, including 
armored vehicles and anti-air* 
craft guns, was seen heading 
south Horn Belgrade towards 
Kosovo, said Sandy Blythe, 
spokesman for the Kosovo 
Verification Mission (KVM). 

The army has been building 
its presence to the north or 
the province over the past 
few days. A Pentagon 
spokesman jn Washington on 
Thursday warned Serb leaders 
in Belgrade that NATO and 
. the United States. had. made it- 
clear they would, protect the 
.province's ethnic Albanian" 
majority frpm 'tyimahltarian 

' • -.If’ 


majority frpm 'tyimanltarian 
disasters'’, /.f •. 

,-i A Senior " NATO bffici&L siii'd 


on Wednesday Yugoslavia 
might he preparing for a mili- 
tary push against ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas before a 
March IS deadline far a sec- 
ond round of Lalks. Belgrade 
denies il is planning ail offen- 
sive. 

The ethnic Albanian-run 
Kosovo Information Center 

M 

(KIC) said that in the Vucitrn 
area northwest of Pristina 
Serb forces had been sporadi- 
cally shelling the villages of 
Paulina and 'Oslane overnight 
and shooting was continuing 
■ late in the morning. ... 

The KIO also, said army 
■troops were shelling several . 
Villages in the Mitrovica area: 
..nofth of Pristina 1 , the, pro vim , ’ 

! ciql Capital. 

'j ' ' ' TWo ‘ n the r people were ‘ 


killed and at least eight 

wounded in sporadic dasher . 
around kpsoVp -on- Fridayi ; 
where army aiid'polite 
have been .deployed in 
In several areas. 

International . aid 
said Serb security forces 
entered several village 
prompting the villagers 1° 
flee. .At least one*. 
Gorace, 

empty after : residents^, 
when an army cpnvpy.srt; 1 • 

witnesses said. 

The KVM/ iiivthe iPW^ ; 
uude:r^ 

qrgapl zatiqn ,;pf ' 

Cboperafenlifi^wW^ 

.in/ k r^firea«* 
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IRAN'S LOCAL ELECTIONS HAILED 


AS ADVANCE FOR DEMOCRACY 


USAN (Am - Iran’s first local elections 
palmed Saturday as a major 
tance for grass-roots democracy 20 years 
k the Islamic revolution but they also 
ojjghted the bitter divide between mod- 
ates and the regime's hardline clerics, 
though no official figures have been 
^jibbed for Friday's landmark poll, 
Kitt newspapers said turnout was 
m , particularly among young people 
in are among the most ardent supporters 

'reform. 

The . English-language Iran News 
scribed the election, seen as a key test 
c the reformist agenda of President 
bhammad Khatami, as “the biggest exper- 
ient of democracy and decentralization in 
t Islamic state.” 

■February 26, 1999, will henceforth be 
tailed as one of the important soclo- 
ftlcal events In the tumultuous history 


of this land in which tyrants, traitors, 
predators and also patriots ruled for more 
than 25 centuries," trumpeted the Iran 
Daily, another English-language paper. 

Reformers had been hoping for a strong 
turnout from the nation's 40 million eligi- 
ble voters, particularly among the women 
and young people who helped sweep 
Khatami to his shock election victory in 
1997. 

Interior Minister Abdolvahed Musavi-Lari 
said Friday that voter participation in what 
newspapers said was the country's 20th 
election since the 1979 revolution had 
been “heavy" although he gave no figures. 

He said it would take at least a week to 
complete the' counting of the ballots and 
publish the final results in all parts of the 
country. 

Tehran, with almost 10 million residents, 
is the biggest prize in the election, fol- 


lowed by the four other - big cities of 
Isfahan, Shiraz, Mashhad and Tabriz, all 
with about 1,000 candidates. A total of 
around 200,000 seats on 33,000 municipal 
councils were at stake. 

But the campaign was marred by vio- 
lence and intense political wrangling with 
hardliners and reformers seeking to consol- 
idate local power bases for next year's par- 
liamentary elections. 

Some newspapers also pointed to Imper- 
fections in the election process itself. 

Kayhan International said that while 
there was a large variety of candidates, "the 
downside was that there were too many 
candidates, which made quite a number of 
lay people confused, and unable to vote." 

In Tehran some 4,000 people were stand- 
ing for office, most of them unknown to 
the general public. 


PEACE FORUM ABOUT 
'MAD' NUCLEAR ARMS 
RACE IN SOUTH ASIA 


IRISH POLICE DETAIN 
TWO OMAGH BOMBING 

SUSPECTS 


[MHIfAFPJ— • Last year’s nuclear tests by India and Pakistan trig- 
pgtred a mad raw for weapons of mass destruction, a forum aimed 
Xpromoting peace between the two rivals heard Saturday. 

Ibe Pakistan Peace Conference, formed by several non-govern- 
BHital organizations (NGOs) to foster a spirit of dltente between 
hKsian and India, opened a two-day session here. 

Some 400 delegates from Pakistan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
European countries are participating in the meeting. 

Tbe nuclear tests have only unleashed a mad arms race," 
tan Rights Commission of Pakistan chairperson LA. Reliman 
kU the gathering. 

“We must not dismiss the danger of a nuclear holocaust," 
Rebman said, adding that "even if nuclear weapons are not used, 

presence in a country causes grave harm to the state and the 
^society/' 

fa meeting follows last week's landmark summit in Lahore 
toween Indian and Pakistani premiers, Attal Behari Vajapyee and 
town Sharif. 

Ibe leaders agreed to take steps to reduce the risk oF nuclear 

• a aiK * t0 intensify efforts to resolve disputes dividing the 
to countries. 

Indian MP Nirmala Deshpande told the meeting that with the 

L* j rcat ^ ecomln 8 a reality, "people need to be made aware 
me dangers of nuclear weapons." 

hpande said a peace march should be held from New Delhi 
ore to generate an atmosphere of peace between the ncigh- 


Dubl in/London (DPA) — Irish police detained on Saturday two men 
in connection with the bombing in Omagh, Northern Ireland, last 
August when 29 people were killed and more than 200 injured, 
police in Dublin said. 

Tlie two men, in their 20s and 30s, were taken into custody near 
the town of Dundalk on the border with Northern Ireland. A break- 
away group of the Irish Republican Army (IRA), calling itself the Real 
IRA, had claimed responsibility for the attack on August 15. 
Another man, Colm Murphy, 48, a builder and pub owner, from 
Ranvensdale, Country Louth, dose to the Irish border, appeared in 
a Dublin court earlier this week on charges on conspiring to cause 
explosions and membership of an illegal organization. Police on 
both sides of the border started a series of arrests a week ago as 
part of their probe into the Omagh bombing, Northern's Ireland's 
worst terrorist attack. In the north on Friday, police announced the 
discovery of some 100 kilos of home-made explosives near 
Dungiven, County Derry. The explosives had been stuffed into a 
garbage container and buried beside, a road. Northern Ireland 
police also found three mortar lubes at Crosskey, County 
Monaghan, near the border with the Irish Republic. 


^nference convener B.M. Kutty urged a collective struggle by 
peop es in South Asia against nuclearisation. 


. ^ited Nations special envoy for Afghanistan 

■mdewnre aT: ■ S 10 v * > * t Ka * 3ut as P art of Bis peacemaking 
official sources here said Saturday. 

kofii * ™[[ e " t ! y . ,n Pakistan, will arrive on Sunday for n 


“ kllTVJ IWI r ligilMIMUlkMI 

as part of his peacemaking 


fryormppii.™! . n ™ ,n Paklst a». will arrive on Sunday for n 
l^enl ?^ ll,,ftliban authorities. 

[Ttfihan ri, inr U VI ?. , Afghanistan in October when he met with 


TtShan r)ii P r uni Argt1anlstan in October when he met with 
.Kandahar in a hu, ^°h amma d Omar In the southern city of 


[WHIiar in a hM J 7 awuuicm uijr ui 

ii^lran. d t0 £ ' e ^ se tensions between the Islamic militia 

[^ign*£sr^ P ! 0ma « t ° n Monda y held talks with Pakistani 
ifliban an a r) , Q „ ? rta J A 2 * 2 about forging a truce between the 
[fcj opposition based In the north, 
fatting of i, A Zlf WS on ^ possibility of convening a propose^ 
fa Sie Uzbek , a ” n , e jghbors plus the United States and Russia 

fai p 8 ^hkent at a date to be decided later, sources 
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MOSCOW — President Boris Yeltsin was back in the hospital 
Saturday and doctors said that his ulcer needed further treat- 
ment, the Kremlin press service said. 

Yeltsin was hospitalized for two weeks last month for treat- 
ment of a bleeding ulcer and underwent further convalescence 
at a sanatarlum and at home. 

Dimitry Yakushkin, Yeltsin's spokesman, said on Wednesday 
that Yeltsin had recovered and was planning a busy schedule. 

However, doctors at the Central Clinical hospital on Saturday 
performed a gastroscoplc examination, and decided that Yeltsin 
must undergo further treatment, the Kremlin press officer said 
— Associated Press. 
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DHAKA — Political rivals clashed with spears and meat cleavers, 
killing at least two people and injuring 1 00 others as the gov- 
erning party won most seats in local elections held in 
Bangladesh this week, police said Saturday. 

The post-election violence occurred Thursday and Friday in 
the districts of Sherpur, Rangpur, Mymensingh, Laxmipur and 
Patuakhali. 

On Thursday, Bangladesh completed three days of voting for 
136 municipal councils which were marred by anti-government 
general strikes in main cities. At least seven people were killed 
in dashes between supporters and opponents of the strike. 

More dashes broke out after the results went in favor of the 
governing Awami League. Those killed were yet to identified — 
Associated Press. 
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Rl J ssia i the so-called ''six plus two" group alsb 
k^nlstan. ' 1 ran ' China, Uzbekistan,; Tajikistan and 



SEOUL — Hundreds of South Korean unionists and students 
clashed with riot police in the heart of tli'e capital Saturday after 
marching through the streets to protest rising lay-offs. 

Some 6.000 protestors were confronted by hundreds of riot 
police on a main street in a busy commercial block as they 
marched from a rally in a downtown park to the Seoul railway 
station. 

The dash occurred when hundreds of students and young 
workers who were leading the procession tried to force their 
way through the lines of police, who were armed with powerful 
water hoses. 

The violence came after an estimated 2,000 protestors linked 
their hands around the huge government complex in the city 
center to protest rising lay-offs — Agcnce France Prcssc. 



TAAL — A volcano on tills Island in the center of a lake emitted 
mud and smoke on Saturday but there is no sign of an Impend- 
ing serious eruption, a government volcanologist said. 

Thai volcano, 65 kilometers south of Manila, shot a white 
plume of sulfur dioxide about 12 meters into the air and hot 
loud erupted into the waters of a small lake at the center of the 
volcano, said volcanologist Orlando Guard acasa. 

Although wate rs in one part of the lake reached 1 0 1 .5 degrees 
Celsius, sel'smological equipment on the volcano shows no Sign 
of tremors and . Guardacasa jaid. a major... eruption was . not 
'expected.' “ .'. ; " '■ ' i.' •, , 

The 50,000 pepple living -bn the island and bn the shores .of 

.the lake surrounding the island have not been ordered to eyfle- 
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STOCK exchan 

INDICES 


US DOLLAR 


BRITAIN STERLING 


GERMANY MARK 


SWITZERLAND FRANC 


FRANCE FRANC 


JAPAN YEN* 


HOLLAND GUILDER 


■ALY LIRA* 


11326 


0.3983 


04888 


.1188 





.3 




.7790 


.7100 


1.1382 


0.4003 


04912 


.1194 


.6963 


.3653 




.7829 



DEPOSIT INTEREST RATES 


PRECIOUS METAi 




OOLD 


SILVER 


PLATINUM 


286.6 


5.63 


381.20 





FOREIGN EXCHANGE CROSS RATES (DINAR! 



JORDAN DINAR 
SAUDI RIYAL - 
UAE DIRHAM 
BAHRAIN DINAR 
OMAN RIYAL 
QATAR RIYAL 
KUWAIT DINAR 
EGYPT POUND 
LEBANON LIRA 
US DOLLAR 
□.BRITAIN STERLING 
GERMANY MARK 
SWITZERLAND FRANC 
FRANCE FRANC 
JAPAN YEN* 
HOLLAND GUILDER 
SWEDEN KRONA 
ITALY LIRA** 

BELGIUM FRANC 
AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 
GREEC DRACHIMA 
CYPRUS POUND 
AUSTRIA SCHILLING 
CANADA DOLLAR 
EURO 



FOREIGN EXCHANGE CROSS RATES 



US DOLLAR 
G.BRITAIN STERLING 
GERMANY MARK 
SWITZERLAND FRANC 
[FRANCE FRANC 
JAPAN YEN* 

HOLLAND GUILDER 
SWEDEN KRONA: 
ITALY URA** 

BELGIUM FRANC 
AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 
GREEC DRACHIMA 

Cyprus pound 

AUSTRIA SCHILUNG 
CANADA DOLLAR 
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SS& 


NOMY13 


NBAD INDEX 
COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 

3880. BO 
90 

NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 

27 

EMIRATES INT. BANK 

50 

NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 

31 

NAT. BANK OF UMM AL QUNAIN 

300 

ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 

610 

INVEST BANK 

42 

NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 

300 

NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI 

720 

DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 

23 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 

1030 

BANK OF SHARJAH 

330 

COMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 

9 50 

UNION NAT. BANK 

48 

ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 

27 

MASHREQ BANK 

1300 

UNITED ARAB BANK 

460 

FIRST GULF BANK 

7 

ETISALAT 

1700 

ABU DHABI NAT. HOTELS CO 

180 

NAT. MARINE DREDGING 

650 

UNION PROPERTIES CO. 

42 

ABU DHABI AVIATION 

630 

ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 

41 

DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 

17 

ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 

33 

E M A A R CO. 

32 

OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 

22 

T A B R E E D 

12 

J U L P H A R 

4 50 

PRIME BULDING TRADING' EST . 

10 

OMAN INSURANCE CO. 

1050 

ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 

1425 

AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 

730 

ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 

117 

THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 

900 

AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 

155 

AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 

17 

DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 

72 

UNION INSURANCE CO. 

12 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 

5 75 

AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 

10 50 

Stock Name Last 

NC 

ARAB BNK CORP 
AERATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN INV. 

AHLEIA INS. CO. 

ARAB REAL EST. 

ARAB INS GROUP 4 0.255 

BKME KUWAIT 

■ 

BURGAN BANK t 0.190 

+0.00 

LIVESTOCK T.T COi 0.280 

-0.00 

NATIONALCLEANINGi 0.640 

-0.01 

KWT COMPUTER CO . 1 0.108 

COM. FACILITIES l 0.455 

-0.00 

FIRST INV. FUND 

KWT FOOD CO. 



r 





















































dk 


• vr, 

-■•r, 


i-i. ,n 


14 E 

iUSINESS&ECONOK 


\ 

YA 

L 

L 



□ 


E 

L 

i 

1 


Ol 


2 


u 

□ 

Q’l 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average dipped 0.036 percent to close at 
9,366.34 on the week while the composite 
index of the Nasdaq electronic market rose or 
0.20 percent to 2,288.03. On the bond mar- 
ket, the average yield of benchmark, 30-yenr 
Treasury bonds, which moves in the opposite 
direction of price, soared to 5.53 percent its 
highest in six months against 5.377 percent a 
week earlier. 

The yield had reached 5.65 percent 
Thursday before easing slightly on Friday 
thanks to a transfer of investments from Wall 
Street. The stock market started the week 
with a leap. On Monday the Dow rose 2.28 
percent and the Nasdaq 2.58 percent. But the 
mood darkened following Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan's semi-annual testi- 
mony before the US Congress Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Greenspan warned that the high- 
flying economy was in fact "stretched" and 
therefore vulnerable to rekindled inflation 
and financial unrest overseas. More worri- 
some for investors, he said equity prices had 
now reached such heights "as to raise ques- 
tions about whether shares are overvalued." 
noting that a downward correction would 
dampen consumer and capital spending and 
ultimately economic growth. Other risks came 
from labor shortages, which could force 
employers to raise wages and eventually 
prices, as well as sluggish growth in tradition- 
al export markets and the likelihood that a 


slide in commodity prices will soon come to 
an end. But the powerful Fed chairman dis- 
persed some of the gathering gloom by assur- 
Ing the committee that "the fundamental 
underpinnings of tiie recent US economic per- 
formance are strong." 

As interpreted by investors, Greenspan’s 
message was that he would not hesitate to lift 
interest rates at the slightest sign of over- 
heating In the US economy. Fears of rising 
rates were fueled by the release of a series of 
economic indicators confirming that the US 
economy was continuing to expand at the 
start of the year. Orders for durable goods 
rose 3.9 percent in January, the Commerce 
Department said Thursday in a report that 
sharply surpassed market expectations of a 
0.2 percent fall. For their part, housing starts 
In the United States rose 3.8 percent in 
January over December to 1.804 million units, 
the highest level since December 1986. 

Additionally, on Friday the government 
announced that the US economy had surged 
ahead at a sizzling 6.1 percent annual rate in 
the fourth quarter of 1998 in the near absence 
of inflation. It was only the third time in the 
last 15 years that quarterly growth had sur- 
passed 6.1 percent. The Commerce 
Department announcement was an upward 
though not unexpected revision to its initial 
growth estimate or 5.6 percent released last 
month. 

A final estimate is due March 31. Financial 
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stocks were among the week’s advancers. 
Citigroup closed Friday at 58-3/4 against 54- 
3/16 a week earlier, American Express at 108- 
1/2 against 103-3/16 and Merrill Lynch at 76- 
3/4 against 72-3/8. Oil shares lost ground. 
Exxon closed at 66-9/16 against 68-1/2 and 
Texaco at 46-9/16 against 49-5/16. High-tech- 
nology stocks were uneven. IBM closed Friday 
at 170 against 171-7/8 a week earlier. On 
Monday IBM said it had succeeded in placing 


both logic and memory circuits on i i 
piece of silicon. The company said 
advance would improve the perforranui 
many electronic products while leducin; 
number of chips needed. Compaq dwt 
35-1/4 against 41-1/8. But Microsoft dost 
150-1/16 against 147-11/16 and Intel at I 
15/16 against 128. America Online,*! 
announced a two-for-one stock split, d. 
at 88-15/16 against 160-7/16 


COMMENT: PRIVATISATION IN ISRAEL 

HAS SOLD THE PUBLIC SHORT 


PRIVATISATION has been a major theme as the 
Israeli economy has been transformed in the 
1990s. For much of its 50 years Israel was a 
largely centrally planned economy in which 
new Industries, such as chemicals, could be 
created only with state help. But successive 
governments, Labor and Likud, have sought to 
change this with an aggressive privatization 
program which has seen whole industries from 
banking to telecoms pass from state to private 
hands. But as with ail privatizations, the 

process often sounds a great deal better, than 
it is. 

In the U.K. privatization has been regarded 
as flawed because of the "fat cat" salary deals 
carved out by the first generation of privatiza- 
tion executives. Moreover, the Tory govern- 
ment, which began the process, has been crit- 
icized for giving away public assets too cheap- 
ly. 

Imagine, however, that the U.K. privatiza- 
tions .had been handled differently. If, instead 
of making an attempt at popular capitalism, 
encouraging every member of the workforce 
and the public to buy shares, the government 
had decided to privatize through a tender (as 

was the ense in some of the rolling stock com- 
panies). 

Moreover, think what public opinion. might 
have said if some of the wealthiest families in 
the country had ended up . owning - great 
chunks of thb nation, from the water utilities 
to British Telecoms because only they had the 
■news to buy the shares. ,! *' ; 

In Israel this Is largely what has been -hap-; 


7 
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& THE ARAB DAILY 

the same day 


pening. Privatization has meant a huge trans- 
fer of wealth from the public sector to some of 
the country’s wealthiest investors, with the 
public having very little opportunity to pass go 
cither directly or through pension funds and 
others forms of collective investment. 

In soine cases, for instance telecommunica- 
tions, the Israeli government has put a great 
deal of thought into what it is doing. It has 
taken the view that there is no point in priva- 
tizing monopolies, so markets need to be 
opened first. The state owned provider Bezeq, 
which is gradually being sold to the public 
(Britain’s Cable & Wireless holds a 6.75 per 
cent stake), has been exposed to competition 
from a series of newcomers including cellular 
phone groups like Ceilcom, now valued at 3.5 
billion dollars. 

Similarly, this year Israel would like to see a 
competitor to its state airline, El Al. before it 
begins the long delayed process of selling 
shares. Policymakers know that they cannot 
start to contemplate, the sale of oil refineries, 
the electricity supply sector and other utilities 
iintjl wifys . have/ been found of breaking them 
into manageable entities qnd they hpye feiind 

some nictyty of introducing price.competltion. ; 


M S. 


But does the shape of ownership matter if 
the market is more competitive? In the U.K., 
the Post Office has shown that it is quite pos- 
sible to run effective and competitive enter- 
prises which can be benchmarked against the 
best from within the public sector. It is not so 
much ownership structure which counts, but 
. the degree of competition. 

But governments have other reasons for 
encouraging privatization. Funding is dearly 
Important. At a time when analysts see fiscal 
austerity as a virtue, particularly in the emerg- 
ing market economies, reducing or meeting 
the cost of the deficit through privatization is 
an attractive option. 

In the case of Israel, receipts from sale of 
government assets on the decade 1986-96, 
when 79 companies including banks were dis- 
posed of, were 3.6 billion dollars. In 1997 
some 3 billion dollars was raised apd last year 
the receipts from government sales were 
almost enough to cover the deficit of 2.4 per 
cent of GDP. 

The disposal of public assets by the govern- 
ment and the labot organization Histadrut 
also has played an important part in diminish- 
ing the power of the unions. In private own- 
ership they are less, able to hold the state to 
ransom oVer pay and conditions without 
putting thelj Jobs at risk; Hiking the govern- 
ment out of Industry, qnd finance has clearly 
been important in improving the psychology 
-;pC Israeli • bilges*. although ; more, than .100 
(Halfpf Whl^h are small vfexecutlyie agencies) 

. remain!: But die limited hattire- 'of the- ■ -private 

• -i . | . . •' .■ . * , ■ i m ■->. . v' _■ 
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zation, which has led to the concenuatk:; 
economic power, means it has beenali 
effective process than in the U.K. 

The method of privatization has paidytw' 
bom out of necessity, because of the failing 
successive governments to press the dtw>-i 
incut of more efficient capital marb& 
vibrant local stock market and pension fc-- 
At present there are severe restrictions oa t 
a moil in of capital which any one pension^ 
cun hold in an individual company. Sin^ 
the failure of the government to spin off t 
fund management arms off the banks, bt ^ 
privatization thus creating a more 
based investment community,- was 

error. ... 

The real shame in all of this 
the few means that the checks and 
against inefficient management are 
There is no shareholder aedvisifl 
that newly privatized enterprises do 
their edge in the natlonal/globa! jw> i ^ : 
or to ditch underachieving ; • = 

Binyamln Netanyahu’s Lifted 
pet its free enterprise c^dent^; H 
not taken the fundamental dedsjort j 
the capital markets V prfereqhlslte ; ^n 
public owned enterprise into ft 
tor. All that has! happened so j 

most wealthy, In Israeli 
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TDKY0. |R) ■- Li-S. Deputy 
^ry Secretary Lawrence 
Smnmers wrapped up a visit in 

japan on Saturday with a warn- 
ing about rising protectionist 
pressures in the United States, 
^especially over steel issues. 

I ' told Japanese Trade 
er Kaom Yosano in a 
sg on Saturday that bilut- 
ade issues required cau- 
handling. Japanese offi- 
aid. 

officials of the Ministry 
iternational Hade and 
iy.(MITI) said Summers 
ifanied Yosano that pro- 
nist pressures were rising 
> United States, with a 
row over steel contribut- 
ing iv the friction. The United 
[States has complained about a 
suge in steel exports from 
Japan, South Korea, Russia and 
Brazil following the outbreak of 
die Asian financial crisis in 
1997. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. 

■ 

Commerce Department set 
hefty preliminary dumping 
duties on Japanese and 


Iti.i/ili.in In u-n died >Kvl 

imports in response to U.S. 
indnstiy complaints. The duties 
will not become lin.ii until after 
the depai tuiL'iil issues ,1 final 
ruling ami are conditioned mi 
whether the independent U.S. 
International Trade 

Commission finds the domestic 
industry is being banned by the 
imports. On a separate trade 
issue, Japan said it would wel- 
come China's entry into the 
World Trade Organization, 
while Summers reiterated the 
U.S. position that such an entry 
is dependent nil China meeting 
certain market, access condi- 
tions, the officials said. 

Summers also told Yosano 
that it was extremely important 
for the Japanese economy m 
recover in the next two years, 
stressing that deregulation on 
the ‘demand-side’ was needed 
in order to achieve that recov- 
ery, MITI officials said. The offi- 
cials said that there was no spe- 
cific request made from 
Summers on ways to boost 
overall domestic demand in 


lap.m. 

The MITI ufliiiul said there 
was mi discussion of monetary 
or fiscal economic policies m 
iiirrciuy levels. On Friday, 
Miminers stressed to Japan that 
the cure lor its Magging econo- 
my depended on macroeco- 
nomic steps such as tugging 
monetary policy levers and not 
on a weaker yen. 

The exchange j ate cannot he 
a substitute for policy,' 
Summers told a media lun- 
cheon. During the trip. 
Summers reiterated the U.S. 
position that Washington wants 
Tokyo to pursue policies that 
will deliver strong domestic 
demand-led growth and con- 
tribute to a more balanced' pat- 
tern of growth in the world 
economy. Summers' Japan stay 
ended a live-nation Asian tour 
which started earlier this week. 
He has visited Indonesia, 
Singapore, China. South Korea 
and arrived in Japan on 
Thursday. He returns to the 
United States later on Saturday. 


NEW YORK 1R| — Af&rCorp. 
said Friday it may sell ils 
global headquarters building 
in Manhattan to reap the ben- 
efit of tile city’s snaring com- 
mercial real-estate values. 

The 85-year-old landmark 
building, which could fetch 
up to S 1 50 million, is located 
at 32 Avenue of the Americas, 
on the edge of the trendy 
Tribecn neighborhood of 
downtown Manhattan. 

AT&T, the No. 1 U.S. long-dis- 
tance company, has sent real 
estate companies "requests 
for proposals" in an effort to 
find a broker to possibly sell 
the property. AT&T may sell 
the building and lease back 
space Tor its workers. 

“We have been in touch with 
Manhattan real estate compa- 
nies. We’re looking for advice 
from them on how or whether 
tn proceed." said AT&T 
spokesman Burke Stinson. 
"Commercial real estate value 
lias been soaring in recent 


yoms. We're Looking at our 
options, " Stinson said. 

The possible sale of the build- 
ing is parr of AT&T's efforts 
to trim expenses and follows 
a similar move by the former 
Woolwortli Corp., now called 
Venator Group Inc. . 

Venator sold the landmark 
Woolwortli building last year 
for about 5155 million, but 
still maintains offices there. 
The building's sale came as 
the ’ Venator shut the 
Woolwortli five-and-dime 
srures to focus on sportswear 
and footwear retailing. 

AT&T has been the sole occu- 
pant since it constructed the 
building in 1914 to house its 
long-distance operations. 

The property originally had 
17 stories, but was later 
expanded to 26 stories of 
office space with additional 
floors on top. which contain 
telecommunications equip- 
ment. 

The 1.1 million-squaroTont 


build ing once hail more than 
5.0U0 workers, bill now Inis 
only about 1.300 employees 
on site.. AT&T shifted much of 
its staff to other Locations, 
including Basking Ridge, N.J.. 
where its primary operations 
are based. 

The building contains many 
unique architectural details, 
such ns a drape or curtain of 
bricks on its exterior. The 
inside lobby features a mosa- 
ic of the world, which was 
designed to symbolize 
AT&T’s effort to bring com- 
munications across the world 
during an era when n inter- 
state phone call was a novel- 
ty- 

The building was declared a 
New York City landmark in 
1991. 

Shares of AT&T lost S2.31 to 
S82.I25 on the New York 
Stock Exchange amid general 
weakness in rhe broader 
stock market. 


ECHOSTAR WANTS TO BUY PRIMESTAR 


fSW YORK (R) — Satellite television provider 
EchoStar Communications Curp. Friday said it 
nude a $600 million offer tu buy some of 
himeStar Inc.’s satellite assets, topping an e.ir- 
l ‘* r bid by Hughes Electronics Corp. 
CMH.NLittleton, Colo.-based EchoStar said it 
wnt a letter to PrimeStar, which is u wued by 
uble companies, offering to buy two high-pow- 
ered direct broadcast satellites and their orbital 

We rights Tor S600 million, including assumed 
debt. 


Last month, Hughes, the operator of DirecTV 
satellite television, ollered to buy those 
PrimeStar assets for assumption or $465 million 
in debt and S35 million in cash. Spokespeople 
lor Hughes Electronics were not immediately 
available fur comment. But a spokesman for 
LfirecTV said PrimeStar had binding agreements 
with DirecTV. 

’We expect that they will honor those com- 
mitments,' said Jelf Torkelsnn, who is based in El 
Segundii, Calif. Hughes made a separate deal for 


PriincStar's subscriber television business, 
which is not part of EchuStar's current offer and 
is valued at more than SI.3 billion. Ihe com- 
bined value of the Hughes denis with Pi imeSrar 
is SI .82 billion. EchoStar, operator of the 2 mil- 
liuii subscriber Dish Network, would use the 
PrimeStar assets to provide local programming, 
high-definition television and darn services to 
U.S. markets it docs nor already serve. 
PrimeStar is nwned by TCI Satellite 
Entertainment Inc; a partnership between Time 


Warner Inc. and Advance Publications; 

MediaOne Group; Comcast Cnrp: Cox 

Communications Inc. and General Flcctric Co. 
EchoS tai also operates a satellite services unit 
that provides video, audio and data sci vices to 
business television customers and oilier satel- 
lite users. DirecTV’s addition of PrimeStar 's sub- 
scribers would give it seven million, making it 
the third Largest multi channel provider behind 
lele-Co nun uni cat ions Inc. and Time Warner's 
cable division. 


US BILLIONAIRE BUYING INTO 


INDIAN INDUSTRY 
BROADLY WELCOMES 
BUDGET 


HONGKONG PUBLISHER 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
industry broadly gave the 


G KONG (R) — U.S. based billion ni re 
rancier Sant Zell has made n surprise nfter to 
uy a significant part of the 50.04 percent stake 
” ong Kong’s Sing Tno Holdings Ltd held by 
airwoman Sally Aw, a local paper reported oil 
d *J r ay ' Q uotin g unnamed sources close to the 

would / S ° l,t ^ C ^ na doming Post said Zell 
a form a new consortium alongside two 

olferf l *! Vestmeilt Funds which made ail earlier 

burk ° r J 3 perceilt of the publishing company 
a t eir offer thrown out by the courts. 

rnmn./ apei S3Ve no Further details and the 
Zell h/m° l,ld n0t be imme diately contacted: 
and Fur ' ^ 3,1 app *' catio11 with the Securities 
Irom m U ^ S Conimission to be granted a waiver 

paper saitT 3 general . offer ; f or Sing Tno, the 
|, Holt l |n gs Ltd earlier said that a bank-. 

iisued gainst Aw on. 

biralid ■ 9 ,£he petition was 
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thumbs up Saturday tn 
Finance Minister Yushwant 
Sin ha's budget, which aims 
to cut a steep fiscal deficit 
and targets economic growth 
of between 6.5-7.0 percent. 
Leading private sector fig- 
ures said' they could handle 
an across-the-board 10 per- 
cent surcharge on corporate 
taxes one of several mea- 
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sures Lilken to reduce the fis- 

■ m m . 

cal deficit in the year begin- 

■ . * " . | - . 

• '-ping April: I ; to four percent =. ; 1 
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■ of gross: : dome$tic product . ... y 
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pinwtc ,a>0 ; , ;i fm 

feosea with lung 
Within the 

uics WoVild hpttty rec%^/>tlifeb-year time limit for 


companies compensate them 
for the ruin of their healthily 
smoking ended in collapse' in 
the High Court yesterday (Frij,^ 
The decision by 46 out. . 
of S3 claimants and their .. 
solicitors to abandon their 
compensation claims 

against Imperial Tobacco 
and Gallaher effectively 
brings an end to litigation 
against the tobacco compa- 
nies in Britain. 

Lawyers acknowledge 
rhat the seven remaining 
claimants, who have been 
given until April 16 to say 
Whether they want to press 
on, will have no realisric 
chance of successfully con- 
tinuing their cases. 

The collapse of the 
cases comes only two weeks 
after an American lung can- 
cer'syfferer won dollars 50 


er from the claimants the 
millions of pounds they 
spenr defending the cases. 

Marlyn Day. the cancer 
sufferers' solicitor, said: 
"Clearly the tobacco compa- 
nies' costs were many mil- 
lions of pounds. It could 
have been sufficient to have 
bankrupted every one of the 
plaintiffs. 

“Once we got that judg- 
ment my priority was to pull 
them "out of the threat of 
bankruptcy." 

Mr Day's firm, Leigh, 
Day & Co. took rhe case on a 
no-win, no-fee basis after 


er won dollars 50 no-win, no-fee basis after 

B damages teg ^^d. v yras re fu s ed . ad ve r- 

s^agqinst '^®M^4 C ‘ nts Lo i 0ltt tl,e 
K ■ Idraesr* • inn* i« n r i...... 


lrwin 

- Mitchell; jollied in later. 

Mr Day said his linn 
would he pounds 2.5 million 
(4.1 million dollars) nut of 
KOii, the pocket in lost legal lees and 
were payments to experts. He 
after the said the judgment would be 
m of lung a blow to health nuLhoritics' 

. hopes of suing the tobacco 


the 

^^jicyvwere 
fw|hg after the 
i%is of lung 

iMhad a discre- 


| had a discre- companies to recover the 

' ^vJOSts of treating smoking- 
illnesses, as US 
have done successful- 


legal action. 

Mr Ledden, from Old 
Colwyn, North Wales, said: 
"I'll be lucky if I'm still here 
in six months. But if I'm still 
here I will be proceeding." 


The Guardian 
& THE ARAB DAILY 
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The lung cancer victims had 
claimed they suffered injury 
because cigarettes supplied 
between the 1950s and 
1970s contained far more 
tar than was reasonably safe 
or appropriate. 

Janet Turner QC. foi 
Gallaher, told Mr Justice 
Wright: "It remains the com- 
pany's position that we will 
not settle these claims. We 
welcome rile recognition by 
the 46 applicants of the 
appropriateness of aban- 
doning their claims." 

The company shared the 
judge's view, she added, 
that tile advertised willing- 
ness of solicitors to pursue 
tlu? litigation was the "stim- 
ulus" for tlie plajfuiffs to 


wouldn’t hold my 
nWjftr the health case to 


pursue tlieij£^)^ 
would 

chcumstoircejj^^ 
cost ordeirj}:^^| 

those who 




tlicir claims. 

But it would "robustly 
defend" the seven remaining 
cases and trusted that the 
plaintiffs concerned - who 
are no longer legally repre- 
sented - would "fully reflect 
upon their position". 

Imperial said that it had 

I " 

always known that the 
claims were "without 
merit." Clive Bates, director 
of the anti-smoking group 
ASH, said: "We have great 
respect and admiration for 
the lung cancer sufferers, 
many of whom are frail and 
traumatised by the judge's 
decision. 

"We are concerned that 
this sends a negative signal 
to law firms interested in 
public interest litigation. 
The legal firms involved 
have sunk an enormous 
ainmint of money and time 
into this pioneering action." 

David Hincliliffe, a 
Labour MP and chairman of 
the House of Commons 
Health Select Committee, 
said • the commit tee had 
planned last year to set up 
nil inquiry into how much 
the tobacco companies 
knew of the dangers of 
smoking in the 1960s and , 
70s. but W^re advist^thfc^ 
was sub jiijl ktg 
the court 

He add^^pl^vnl cer- 
t a i rity^^^Uig thi s matter 
',iv|^^^™rii mi ttee when it 
;nexr week with a 




wh^jlp 

smolffllj 

wherefwfi 

smoke^l® 

the cQt|n| 
the pqjpj 
passive.*^ 

Dr-jjSjg 

health ;crfy 


enormous of thc,/^ 


establishing. such an 
^Sp'lry."-- V 
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from 93 schools' 
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buffet DILEMMA SOLVE Dilh IQ Ilf RELIEF 



FOR 

MIGRAINE 


R esearcher; at. the 
University' of Hirin in 
Italy have found that 
light therapy, an approach 
more often associated with 
seasonal affective disorder, 
;may help prevent migraine 
attacks.' ■/ ] ■' 

In a spiall pUpt., study in , 
whlejt migramq, patients ; sac - ; 
in front pf n , 5 pedai. bright/ 
lights box for' 30 : minutes ' ' 


every other . day fin' eight 
weeks; doctors found that 
the number of migraine 
attacks reduced for seven out 
pf the nine patients involved, 
It is believed that light thera- 
py works because |f- raises 
levels of the neurotransmitter 
seotohin in the brain: 1 . 

■'f- Lbw levels of serotonin 
have . been linked to 

" ■ " *m 

fnlgralne. •• 
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IDIAR DR. OOTTx What 
are the moat serious 
hazards of Asian patent 
medicines? 

DEAR READER: Poor quality 
control and the addition of 
adulterants. For example, in 
a recent study of 260 Asi'air" 
herbal medicines performed 
by the California 
Department of Health 
Services (and reported in 
tile New England Journal of 
Medicine. Vol. 333. 1998), 

14 had labels that declared 
pharmaceutical ingredients, 

17 contained undeclared 
pharmaceuticals (including 
sreroiris, ephedrine and 
pheiiacetin), 24 contained 
significant quantities of 
lead, 36 had arsenic and 35 
had mercury. Of the total 
products, 83 contained 
unlisted pharmaceuticals or 
heavy metals and 23 had 
more rhan one adulterant. 

Moreover, many valid 
studies have shown ihnr 
imported herbal supple- 
ments exhibit inconsislcMi- 
cies in product quality. 

Asian patent medicines 
may seem like exotk and 
exciting additions to stan- 
dard medical remedies. 
However, the unwary con- 
sumer may get less than he 
or she bargained for — or, 
worse, much more than he 
or she imagines, In the form 
of toxic adulterants. I urge 
patients to avoid these 
products, 

DEAR DR. OOTTi I've 
read that smoking can 
take oxygen out of 
the bleed. I« there a 
bleed test to kn ensure 
this? 

DEAR READER: The useful 
and easy to perform arterial 
blood gas (ABC) measure- 
ment analyzes blood taken 
from an artery at the wrist 
for oxygen and carbon diox- 
ide content. This test, which 
has become standard in 
most hospitals, is vital for 
patients with acute respira- 
tory difficulties and Is com- 
monly performed oh people : 
with chronic lung diseases. ; 

It is less useful, however, 
in smokers, because such 
people ordinarily compen- 
sate for oxygen depletion by 
increasing their respjratory 
rates. In such instances, 
other tests, such as chest X- - 
rays and pulmonary, futK^iorj 
studies, are ordinafily' prer l 
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ABILENE'S NOT ANOTHER GAL: 

INTERNET2 HAS STARTED WITH A 
1 6.000KM LINK TO THE FUTURE 


CHIP MAKER MAY] 
FACE SAME FATE 

AS MICROSOFT 


WASHINGTON (DEM) — The 
Internet of the next millennium is 
already here. Known as die Abilene 
Project, die high-power network 
that could one day give rise to the 
successor or our ament Internet 
this week began to link 37 univer- 
sities and research institutes In the 
United States. 

Internets, as the project is also- 
tpown, Is a Joint effort by private 
companies and US academics. 
Private industry provides the 
money and hardware to set up the 
fibenaptics network, while die uni- 
versities act as guinea pigs, testing 
its potendal and (wiping to iron 
out die bugs. 

Experts expect tliat the new net- 
work, which wilt initially be exclu- 
sive, limited to universities and 
research institutions, will lead to 
the development of new applica- 
tions that will ultimately bring 
wide ranging changes to the way in 
which people communicate with 
one another and how they live 
their lives. 

The backbone of Internets is a 


16,OOCMdlometer-long fiber-optic 
network set up by Qwest 
Communications, which stretches 
across the United States from east 
to west. 

Though It would cost around S I 
million to Install the necessary 
infrastructure on a campus, univer- 
sities and research institutes will 
have to pay just SI 00,000 plus 
$25,000 o year to maintain 
Intemet2. 

The network, named after an 
important 19th centtlty railhead in 
Abilene, Kansas, is stunningly fast 
and will make consumers restrict- 
ed to its lesser cousin, die current 
Internet, more than a little jealous. 

intern et2 transports data, audio 
and images at 2 A gigabytes per 
second, that’s 46,000 times faster 
than a conventional 56K modem. 

Overloaded servers, data bottle- 
necks and slow downloading times 
for audio and video are a thing of 
tire past on this network: It’s an 
information highway without a 
speed limit 

initially, the new network will be 


used by a small circle of academic 
and research institutions. At its 
launch, 37 universities and 
research institutes were hooked 
up. By the end of 1999, that num- 
ber should Iiave grown to more 
than GO. 

The members only fast lane 
Internet will mainly be used for real 
time, consultations during com- 
plex surgical operations, for video 
conferences and all manner of pro- 
jects. 

In some ways, the new network 
represents a return to the 
Internets origins. For a long time, 
the Internet diat is (hanging com- 
merce and communications 
around the world grew out of a 
network set up as a fast and cheap 
means for universities and US fed- 
eral facilities to exchange new 
ideas and discoveries. 

Hie new system’s sponsors, par- 
ticularly Qwest Communications, 
Cisco Systems and Nortel 
Networks, hope that like its prede- 
cessor, the second generation 
Internet will eventually find broad 


applications in all aspects oftife. 

The new net’s private sponsors 
will spend nearly S5Q0 million in 
the first three years of the Abilene 
Project and in doing so they are 
ringing in a new phase of intense 
cooperation between industry and 
academia in the United States. The 
project's headquarters will be Rt 
Indiana State University. 

Meanwhile, project leaders from 
die University Corporation for 
Advanced Internet Development 
(UCAID) are already dreaming of 
die sharp, new, three-dimensional 
virtual world of Abilene. 

■ 

Abilene could “lead to a world 
where we have family reunions 
while no one leaves their own liv- 
ing room,” said UCAID President 
Douglas \fon Houweling. 

However, Stephen Wolff ofCisco 
Systems believes that this is not 
such a desirable goal and nurtures 
a different fantasy. "You punch a 
few buttons, rent a movie from 
[vkleorental.com] and watch it on 
demand.” 


JOINT AMERICAN -RUSSIAN Y2K EFFORT 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia has agreed ro set up a joint 
eariy warning center in the United States to avert the 
risk of ail accidental nuclear missile strike due ro the 
‘tafflerKilim bug* computer problem, military 
sources said. 

Tfen Russian officers wil help stnfflhe center to be 
established at Colorado Springs, Colorado, this 
autumn, Russian officers told the Interfax news 
agency 

Senior US officials led by Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Tifoott formally proposed die joint control 
center during folks in Moscow earlier this week on 
preventing die accidental launch of a devastating 
nudear strike, 

Sderrtsts warn tint obsolete computer drips or 
software could cause many systems to fid as the new 
century rods In because dates ending in W may be 
understood as the year 1900 and trigger Gripping 
errors in logic. 


The tentggon has been concerned that a lack of 
awareness ofthe issue and Rinding has meant Russia 
Iras fallen wry behind in its dibits to resolve dre Y2K 
(year 2000} computer problem in time 

PRIMAKOV ABM FOR YOU 

i- UTIMATUBYMONDAY 

MQSdOW^-^ Ml rdstef \livgeriyr 

;PY^T^kja^ i h^ t g^v^j. 'Ministry until 

Mojiday fo provide an estimate for tfiecostof cop- 
h^'yyfdi.tiie ifuUerlqKim Computer gfitch, Intejfex 
nSVs flgjetey reported on SWurday Interfax, ddng a 
gqrar^ said Primakov had asked 

tn£ FkvatoeMlntejS' te proykfolesti mates based on 
CaJojlatJons ofjndkkll^nikilstri^ of dreirown 
rK^forctanpliAx^ Itsgkj few ministries liad pro- 
videdstKh figures/ AWdihvnlsskm there -lias 
estintiltti the cost of sorting cut the problem at 
$200 million, Irtterfaksaid,' . ; 




"The center is expected to start Rnictiontng in the 
aitumabecause in addition to die 2000 problemtiiere 
is also die socaBed problem of die seven nines," a 
Russian miiitaiy official tdd Interfax. 

‘Tlw fast computer feiluie at control posts of strate- 
gjc nuclear forces mprepared for tiie transition to the 
2000 calendar may ooair on September9," he said. 

Hie "seven nines" — die ninth second of the ninth 
irinute of die ninth hour on Septemfacr9 (9999) — is 
a signal for many out-dated programs to shut dew/n at 
the end of their cyde, computer experts warn. , 

AoaxrSngto Russian officials lire joint control carter 
wil remain open only until February 2001 , die critical 
diangecwer period, although Pentagon officials have 
oflened to create a permanent joint monitoring post in 
Moscow 

Senior Russian defense officials are to fly to 
VVbsliin^ in Maidi wearly April to discuss the ;xt> 
ject dither 


WASHINGTON — A couple of 
blocks from where the US 
Justice Department is pum- 
melling Microsoft in 
Washington, government 
lawyers arc preparing for 
another high-tech showdown. 
Computer chip maker Intel will 
be accused on 9 March of abus- 
ing its market dominance as a 
way of limiting competition. 

The charges against Intel are 
narrow compared with the 
Microsoft; case. The focus will 
be on whether it illegally with- 
held key technical information 
that would have enabled cus- 
tomer firms to compete with 
Intel. 

The government will rely on 
the testimony of three compa- 
nies — Compaq, Intergraph 
and Digital (now owned by 
Intel) — to make its case. 
Federal Trade , ■ ■■ 
Commission 1 1 1 1 »rI ] ! jy 
(FTC) lawyers HETEnjKTW 
say that 
because 

access to information on Intel's 
chips was vital for the compa- 
nies to be able to design sys- 
tems around them — and Intel 
denied that access — the com- 
pany abused its monopoly 
power. 

Trust-busters say this helped 
Intel maintain dominance, 
because companies would 
think twice about doing any- 
thing that would prompt Intel 
to withhold key data. 

Intel is also accused of using 
its dominance to force the 
three companies to license 
intellectual property against 
their will. 

The government must prove 
first that Intel operates a 
monopoly — n monopolist can- 
not legally withhold Intellectu- 
al property — and second thnt 


its actions have harmed com- 
petition. Hie government 
alleges that Intel is so 
entrenched that its rivals can't 
seem to dent the market. As 
Intel makes 97 per cent of all 
specialised, high-performance 
chips, the first point may not 
be too difficult to prove. 

But Intel will claim it is not a 
monopoly, as it has stiff com- 
petition in the sub-SI, 000 PC 
market from chipmakers Cyrix 
and AMD. 

Moreover, the company will 
argue that if it were a true 
monopolist, it would raise 
prices, not drop them as it has 
done. 

At the heart of the case is 
whether Intel had the legal 
right to deny rivals access to 
the specifications of its prod- 
ucts so that they could com- 

■ pete. Intel claims it 

did, but the FTC 
will cite rulings 
> that a monopoly 
* " can't use access to 

intellectual property to crush 
competition. 

Government lawyers must 
then prove that Intel's actions 
harmed the consumer. Intel 
argues that neither Intergraph 
nor Compaq was producing 
chips when it cut off informa- 
tion after a patent dispute. 
Digital, now owned by Intel, 
was already a rival, but Intel 
lias a statement made last 
November by the then chief 
executive of Digital. Robert 
Palmer, saying that Intel's con- 
duct did nor affect Digital's 
chip development plans. 

Washington anti-trust lawyer 
George Carey says it may be 
enough for the government to 
show that Intel stifled research 
and development to win the 
case. 
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IN THE COMING few days, the 
acronym "ISDN" will become a 
“buzz word" in the telecommu- 
nication industry, after Jordan 
Telecom launches the service 
backed up with an aggressive 
marketing campaign, accord- 
ing to company officials. 

Integrated Services Digital 
Network means that services 
like video-on-demand and 
high-speed data transfer for 
lightning fast Internet connec- 
tions can be made available 
through regular copper, wire 
dialup lines. 

Speeds of up to 1 28K/second 
— only available through cost- 
ly lease-lines rented at thou- 
sands of dinars a year — can 
now be installed at costs as 
low as JOD 350, according to 
Ali Shukri, Jordan Telecom's 
chairman. 

As for subscribers who 
already have a phone line and 
are interested in upgrading to 
ISDN, only the difference 
between installation costs will 
be charged. Installation costs 
for a home line reach JOD 1 50. 
These same subscribers, will 
only Iiave to pay the differ- 
ence. 

Better yet are the running 
costs. 

ISDN calls will be charged 
just like other calls," Shukri 
told The Arab Daily during an 
interview on the last day or 
Ramadan. 

Regardless of whether a call 
conducted over an ISDN Hire Is 
used to transfer voice or data, 
foere will be no difference in 
Jordan Telecom's customers' 
Phone bills. 

* n {,1e US a,ld Euro l ,e some 
m users pay one rate for 


by AHMED NASER 

Technology Correspondent 

voice calls and another for data 
calls such as those conducted 
to dialup to the Internet or for 
the transfer of electronic data. 

In other scenarios around 
the world, ISDN subscribers, 
who make data calls pay for 
the bulk of the bandwidth — 
data they download — they 
use. 

The service was expected 
last August after the end ofthe 
National Telephone Program, 
which resulted with the instal- 
lation of over 50 digital 
exchanges, equipped to offer 
the service to an initial 2,500 
customers in rile first phase of 
the service’s offering. 

But the service's tariff struc- 
tures held up rhe procedure for 
a few months, according to 
Jordan Telecom officials. 

In January. Shukri told The 

Telecommuter 


Arab Daily that ISDN had been 
"available for the past four 
months" and that Jordan 
Telecom had been contacting 
Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) to coordinate with them 
on offering the service. 

According to Shukri, ISPs 
had displayed little interest In 
the service since it requires 
vast Investments. 

Nevertheless, ISPs contacted 
by The Arab Daily reported 
that they had started testing 
ISDN and that they had not 
been officially informed ofthe 
rate divulged by the Jordan 
Telecoms chairman then. 

However, they had started 
toying with ISDN and are actu- 
ally testing it ar their premises 
and those of potential cus- 
tomers, such as large consul- 
tants and banks, according to a 
Telecoms industry source, who 
prefers to remain anonymous. 

Mohammad Ghannam, 


Index's technical manager, said 
that his firm had been testing 
ISDN for at least a month and 
that all of his company's 
modems are ISDN ready. 

Elaborating in more techni- 
cal detail. Ghannam added that 
the firm's modems could han- 
dle the V.34 and the V.90 pro- 
tocol. The latter handles 5GK 
American-standard ISDN down- 
loads though ftgular dialup 
connections. 

In its initial offering, sub- 
scribers are expected to get 
two Basic-Rate interfaces, 
known as "B-channels" In the 
industry, and a signaling chan- 
nel known as a "D-channeL" 

The two B-channels can be 
set to carry a combination or 
voice and data, while the D- 
channel, in addition to signal- 
ing can also be utilized as a 
dedicated fax channel. Bur this 
all depends on the profile seL 
by rhe provider. 

Connections via ISDN 


Jordan Telecom, which start- 
ed life as the 
Telecommunications 
Corporation in the early seven- 
ties, to date has over half-a- 
million regular landline sub- 
scribers. 

The company witnessed a 
tumultuous experience during 
the controversial strategic 
partner sale, which ended late 
last year, and now has its sites 


set on reaching competitive 
standards before the end of its 
monopoly on basic telephone 
services and International lines 
at the end of 2002. 

According to NUA, an Jrisfi 
web survey company, there are 
over 20,000 Internet sub- 
scribers at the Kingdom's 
seven ISPs and over 70 Internet 
cares spread out across the 
Jordanian heartland. 


Company IAN 
Analog Telephones 


ISDN 


Phone 


Faxes 


Online Services 


Internet 


IN A NUTSHELL 

' . : , ■ • ■ 

ISDN delivers dataat speeds of up to 128 Kbps without com- 
pression. With standard 4:1 compre^cm. you can reach speeds of 
up to 512Kbps, depending on die type of data being transferred. 

— ISDN uses the same telephone wiring as "POTS’ 1 (plain old tele- 
phone system). Vbu don't need new wiring to handle ISDN service 
in most homes and businesses. 

■ 

m * 

— ISDN lets you perform more tiian one communications task at 
die same time. Ybu can speak on die telephone, while suiting the 
Internet (at 64Kbps) using die same single ISDN line. 

— ISDN lets you connect up to eight devices on a single line, tou 
can get multiple tdeplwne numbers, with eadi number routed to 
a specific device. 1 

— ISDN is patt ofthe present analogue telephone system, so you 
can communicate with ISDN users, as well as people connected to 
the laiger POTS universe, 

■ --i i 

■ ■ 

— ISDN enables you to not on(y comicct and use your exlstingana- 
logue devices, stidt as telepliones, faxes and modems, blit also , 
swfodi to digital date transmission overdrive wlien you need it. 




> — ISDN offers greater reliability. 


Sources WPH far Pumwilfei 
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users pay one rnte for | , „ ;• 7 . . : m 

Hotmail bans global one users but not on purpose!! ill 


unaht^^ ° F subscribers have been 

Onp rf access ^ eir e-mail boxes dirougli Global 
bv rtw r if PaSt ^ ^ lie t0 an IT bail Imposed 

web-mail provide 

salS^ u MS ? perat,ons manager, Nader Kawar, 

tnafl nnr^j 0tT ^ ai1, the lntemet,s firsc web-based e- 
rovlder, is upgrading Us servers to meet the 

uZ* de ™ nd its advertiser funded services. 

hitem» ff GrS *** e ' mail services to millions of 
Ing ** re but makes Its money from advertis- 

t? Anything about it... VMe complain to 
networieproviderj on a dally basis 

tfobteni & somethin * H * ,nce * e 

•fli - *" a ? el 'r ebd. said Kawar. v> 

:■ though to.no feult of thelrt, Glbfcal 


One was the onlyjordanlan Internet Service Provider the Exodus Net Border," Mohammad Ghannam, network. It appears that Hotmail decided to block 
fISft suffering from this dilemma. , Iridex’s tpfhnlral manam»rhilriThA Amhnulhj I.in luj.iii > 


(ISP) suffering from tills dilemma. . . Index's technical manager told The Arab D. 

. Other operations and technical managers contact- diat Index's network was up and running, 
ed at other ISPs reported ho faults" with accessing Nevertheless, he did concede that then 


■» 1 : -1 nidi iiuuiidll UGLIUCU LU. UluCK| 

Iridex's technical manager told The Arab Daily, adding Global One's IP block," he speculated. ! 

diat Index's network was up and running. ■. -Its strange though that this dilemma has been! 

Nevertheless, he did concede that there were still going on for Hie past'five days," added the expert. • } 
minor problems, “However, [these tedinioal- fruits] Hotmail Is owned^ ^ by^ Microsoft Joftware’ 


* * _ " — % un iui uic piibi nve nays, aqa ea me expen, - i 

Hotmail through their firms networks.'And testing by minor problems, "However, [these tedinicalfoulrs] Hotmail Is owned : by 1 Microsoft Software’ 

Hie Arab Daily confirmed dils, getting through Index, are transparent for users,; djey Can still tee tiiejr mail.'' Corporation, whidi registered over$14blllionwortlii 

NETS and Destinations to Hotmail, but not through One technical expert contacted by Hie Arab Daily ; of tevenilelastyear.Todate, Hotmallhas oyerSOmll- 

Global One. ; V : . ■ late last flight said that Hotmail had temporarily ' jU mortiSs land'pHor tb dii.seiW uppade' 

a!2S!5aS^ 


users around! 


server, pame ln this loication (URQ ai^ uy again'' ^ The^ expert speculated that Global On^ 
fobs prohibiting there from their web- be areo^ thdte that Ho^i'|i^ bk}dc< 

based e-mail for dte j^few i^ !yV : • ,% v'Joltteri go , . ttii^giiish ; .three ^l|fereht;!'lr 
• route tpufines ane Jhtermpt^ona at ; proykJ^-^ • : V Sfta 
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IEN IN THE MIND'S EYE CAN NEVER BE 
[ROYED' STRABO (64 BC-21 ADI 
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Christian who saw the games as a pagan rite. After that, the siatnc 

was moved by Greeks to the city of Constantinople where it survived 
until it was destroyed by fire in 462 AD. 

The first archaeological work on the Olympia sice was done by a they found, use 

group of French scientists in 1 829.The work was able to locate the shore to regisr 

outlines of the temple and find pieces of the statue showing the Global Posirion 
abors of Heracles. All these pieces of the sculpture were shipped to this infonmtior 
Pans, france, and are presently on display at the Louvre Museum. al map of the s< 
In 1875, a German expedition began working at the Olympia site These 

Ibrfive consecutive summers. They succeeded in mapping out the G 

msfonty of the building, discovered more fragments of the tern- ' 
pie's sculpture, and located the remains of the pool that con- , : Iv 

tamed oil for the statue. 

In the 1950's, the workshop or Phidias was uncovered aKBHSM 
Archaeologists found sculpture's tools, a pit Tor casring JB HEH 
bronze, day moulds, modelling plaster and even a portion of JBBmBbIIiIB p 
one of the elephant's tusks which had supplied the ivory for 
the statue. Many or the clay moulds had serial numbers on 

mem, which must have been used to show the place or 
me plates in die design. 

Today, the stadium ar the sire has been completely 

tutored. As for the temple, the only remaining lea- BkEhSHB BsP? 

Cures are a few columns. Finally, the most impressive i H WBattff 

tat of the work at Olympia. MO 

remaining elements 'M 


by RULA DAJANI 

— Travel & Tourism E ditor 

!! ,ey f ° und ’ Use ai V Electronic Distance Measurement station on the 
r ;r;r glSter l c e T 01 P ° sltion of eadl stone - and Anally use 

Global Posmonmg Satellites to verify the individual locations. All 

this information was fed into the computers to create a detailed visu- 
al map of the sea floor. 

T ' iese archaeological scuba divers were searching for the 
G reat Light * wum of Alexandria. This wonder. The 
■ ; Pliaros, is one of the most technologically 

2 .- advanced achievements of the 3rd an- 

tury BC. 

Ttie sror y scarts with 
the funding of 
the city of 
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M Ailexaiidrio 

ky d,e 

- c 13 n ^ 11 e r o r 
I ir Alexander the 

JjtS&mA I BC - He chose 

SERS^Eff^wi the locncion of 

BHfifii a * B Ba. : . JJ diis city extremely 

lnstead ° r 

■ ' r || § locating it on the Kile 

' '/ i Delra, ll(? Chose a loca- 

h V. fl mm lj|BRflfg|^V tlon farther away from 

the mud, wfiich 

C0llld the city ha r- 
* ^BV hour. However, Alexander 

was unable to witness tlie 

I ?k completion of this city, since he 
II IK j died in 323 BC. His work was completed by Ptolemy Soter, the new 

r ‘MBjffif^EEi El ruler of the Egypt, Under the new ruler, the 

Ml city became rich and prosperous. However, the city needed a sys- 
fJE li^K ! teni t0 Pdde the mercliant ships into the busy harbour In 290 BC, 

El Ptolemy authorised the building of the Pharos. Upon the completion 

H of this structure, 20 years later it was the first lighthouse in the 
world and the tallest building in existence, with the exception of the 
m i Great Pyramids. 

I Sostrates of Knidos, the designer of the lighthouse, was so proud 

of his work, and desired to have his nave carved Into the foundation. 
Howe ver, Ptolemy II, the soil who ruled after his father, reliised the • 
designer's request, pnd wanted his name to be the only, one on^ this 
magnificent structure. Sostrates was a dever man, and was not to. 
be denied. He had the following Inscription made on the structure ■ ■ 

> ft I AT SOSTRATES SON OP DBXWWLNES OF KNIDOS ON 

h B B m m 'r« BBUALF OF ALL MARINBRS TOTHBBAVIOR GODS 

™ » w E ■ He thpn cowered it with piaster. Into the plaster he chiselled, ; 

l| m -- ■ Ptolemy's name: As the years wenrby, theplaster agedandchipped •: 

W m B I JBl' ■■ . . away .revealirig the SoptTdtes>riginal iriscriptlori. *?■ 1 , ■ \ . 

1 crn.k Al The lighthouse; Was built . dnitb? island pf Pharps. hehce tlie riarne ' 

lAteTS f y Kthellghtlipuse itself i 

ine miMtar 8 til'M 0 ? ■' '^rld/llghthdusd and th.e.hirictfpq Itserved„wai sd st^ng'tliat thle!- 
g sts to thfe blo^ca of stone • ^^pha^rib^me t^.^of jw^ rqr ‘J|igh thpUsa''^ FNnS, 

1 ■ . - 1 1 1 . . ■ . j . 1 » • ■' it • '1 • • 1 . ■ ■•*.... !• ■ ' " 1 ', 1 ' v 1 ■, 


the great 

OGHTH0USE AT 

.Alexandria 

N* off Aleva nri ■ ^ iaeooglc ’ 1 l scuba divers entered the deep 
^ s °«the sea flr, ria ' There aim Was to search for arte- 
or . attach floating masts to th^bloqks of stone 


Italian, and Spanish languages. 

The design of the lighthouse was not a slim, single column, like 
modern lighthouses. It was similar to an early twentieth century sky- 
scrapers There were three stages, each built on top of the lower. 
The who e building was constructed of marble blocks with lead mor- 
tar. The lowest level was probably 100 feet square and 200 feet high 
hiside this section, was a large spiral ramp that allowed material to 
be pulled to the top on horse drawn carts. 

On rop of the lowest section was an eight-sided tower. On cop of 
the tower was a cylinder that extended up into an open cupola were 
the fire that provided the light burned. On the roof of the cupola 
was a large srate of Poseidon. A staircase extended to the top, where 
a large curved mirror was used to project the fire's light into a beam. 

Slups at sea could detect the light form the tower at night and the 
smoke Irom the fire during the day. 

Apparently, the lighthouse was also a tourist attraction. Food was 
sold to visitors at the observation platform at the top of Hie first 
leveL A smaller balcony provided a view from the top of the eight- 
sided tower. There were a Tew places in Hie world were a person 
could climb a man-made tower and get such a perspective. 

The question to be asked is : How did the world's first lighthouse 
end up on the floor or the Mediterranean Sea? Most accounts indi- 
cate that it was the victim of an earthquake. It stood for 1 ,500 years 

. but was damaged by tremors in 365 and 1303 AD, with the final col- 
lapse coining in 1 326. 

On the other hand, there is an unlikely tale that the lighthouse was 
demolished through trickery, in 850 AD, the Emperor or 
Constantinople, a rival port, desired to destroy the Pharos. He began 
to spread rumours that under the tower there was buried a fabulous 
treasure. When the Caliph ar Cairo heard these rumours, he ordered 
the tower to be destroyed, ft was only after the destruction or the 
great mirror and the top two portions of the rower that the Caliph 
realised lie was being fooled. He attempted to rebuild the tower, but 
failed, so lie turned it into a mosque.. However, as Interesting as this 

story seems, it is very unlikely, since visitors to the location in 1 1 15 
AD reported the lighthouse still standing. 

■Hie second question is r Did the divers actually find the remains 
of the Pharos? Archaeologists state that much ofthe material found 
seems to be from earlier eras than the lighthouse. So they speculate 
that many of the stone blocks must have been recycled in the con- 
struction ofthe Pharos from even older buildings. 

There is good news for archaeological lovers in the world. This 
site is planned to be turned into an archaeological museum. In a few 
yeara, visitors maybe able to rent snorkel gear and wet suits and dive 

®{f Ife \sp§<g(fe 

P" 1 ? ext ™ passport photos-handy if you need a visa In ' 
a litirry, or if you Jose your 1 passport. , >' 

£ If you are traveling with someone, pack half you r. ‘ 
clothes in his bag, and carry half his in your foggage.,Then 
if one bag gets lost, you at least have half your things. . ■ 

. iaiDo not bring expensive jewellery arid Watches with youl ! 

^Assume it will be colder or hotter, wetter be: drier than ’ I 
it's supposed to be,.and pack cfothing accordingly, : 

4-Bags within bag? are ^Worthwhile trick. Use big duffels 
but also pack! smaller empty duffels insofar, use as boat 
bags for dqthlng and otheri. necessities. : ^ - 

^ke a small travel Itbn with a builMn converter, Use aj 
’•i temp towel, when steam is heeded. Make sure to' take^n 

' ; a p ter plu g wi th you yyheri ell'ng 
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ACROSS 42 Actor Eli 
>14 Fluby or 


A ns wo i to I’ruviuus Piuzlu 


1 Libra 
symbol 
7 Small 
hootor 


Sandro 

45 Make a lap |H 
•16 It may get 
a ring 


12 Exclusive 48 Breathe 


right 

13 Extol 

14 Army 
command 

15 Came to 
terms 

16 Wish 
undone 

17 Stripling 

18 Electrical 
unit 

21 Musician 
— John 

23 Was 


out 

51 Languishes 

55 Telephone 
user 

56 Fish trap 

57 Downy 
duck 

58 Dull 


DOWN 



Han 

EIQEl 

HQB 

mu 


1 Hot 
Springe, 
for one 


introduced 2 Garfield or 


to 

26 Story 

28 Freight 
trailer 

29 CompasB 

30 Pace! 

31 Aircraft 
part 

33 Highest 
branch 

36 Photocopy 

37 Actress 


Felix 

3 Downed a 
Danish 

4 Gonerll's 
pa 

5 Follow 

6 Braces 



Luplno 
38 Bankrupt 

40 Georgia — Brooklyn 

41 Kiink’s 11 Writer 

rank: abbr. Sorenson 


7 Carbon- 
based 
B Hospital 
section 
9 Be situated 25 Grow 
10 Suffix for 
Japan or 


13 Pablo 34 Portable 

Picasso's home 
daughter 35 Eviction 

18 Caballst, 39 Necessary 

®-fl - 43 More 

19 Flip or difficult to 

beehive find 

20 Harrowing 4S Barga | n 
experience hun ? er - 8 

22 Bowling delight 

& t,al 47 Part in a 
1,mes plav 

2S2“ 48 Dutch 

town 

netting 49 A dozan > to 

netting Demetrius 

molars 50 Scammad 

27 Born, In 52 WWII agcy. 

Brest 53 For, to 

32 Superlative Felipe 
ending 54 Pigpen 
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SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING 
'IN THE NAMES OP THE PICTURE 
CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACT! NO THE LETTERS. 


What Is the disadvantage 
of being the owner of a 
business? 
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INGLEWOOD (R) — Dennis 
Rodman began life as a Laker mi 
Friday, sparking his new team 
to a 99-83 victory over the win- 
less Los Angeles Clippers and 
making Kurt Rambis a winner in 
his head coaching debur. 

In his first game since helping 
the Chicago Bulls defeat the 
Utah Jazz for the NBA champi- 
onship on June 14, the flamboy- 
ant Rodman grabbed 1 1 
rebounds and handed out six 
assists over 26 minutes, paying 
immediate dividends. 

Rodman entered the game 
with 6:02 left in the first quar- 
ter and the Lakers proceeded \v 
score 15 of the next 20 points 
rotakea 28-16 lead. 

'I really haven’t stepped un 
the court or touched a basket- 
ball in nine months, that's pret- 
ty good," said rlie NllA 
rebounding king, whose ever- 
flanging hair was Lakers purple 
for the occasion. 

I felt a little shy at the begin- 
ning because I didn'i want i>, 

m «s up. but when [ stepped mi 

fa court it all Just eanie back in 
m e." he said. 

“Give me about 10 games 
111,0 "ty season and you're 
BO'ng to see the Dennis tifokl." 

e said, "In ihe second hall I 
Idt real good." 

*° be B W"t led tlie Lakers 

rL P P0 ' nfs Shacuriile 
°Nm! added 19 h, 27 minuivs. 

® Sets his haiul cm ^vciv 
J? O'NcI ; 

Hial s wlun |V Ik-c„ 

k,!? ,hr ,,pc ni i*w i 

if*' a "wmlwr of limr I 

championship i canlSi , 

™»d head coach bclor.- . 

U** 1 *- He replaces Pel 

Sackcd on f 


lakers 


in reguLiiiuii. 


With 14 seconds left in the 
(■uirrli quarter and a chance to 
icx* the game. Haulaway missed 
his set nnd attempi, leaving the 
Mngic with a 9.1-92 lead. 
Indiana's Mark Jackson then 
drained a 3-pointer with 3.3 
seconds remaining to send the 
game into OT. 

Hardaway led all scorers with 
23 points and recorded a 
career-high 13 rebounds and 
five assists. Nick Anderson 
added 21 points fur the Magic. 

Jalen Ruse led Indiana with 
20 points. 



Minnesota Thursday night, 
were held to just nine points in 
the fourth quarter. 

Alter the Knicks scored the 
first six points of the second 
half to tie the game at 56-56, 
Walker scored the next eight 
points in a 10-0 run as Boston 
look control. 


with 17 points and Karl Malone 
had 13 points nnd 10 rebounds 
in just 29 minutes as Urah shot 
just 37 percent (26-of-70), but 

led by as many as 22 points in 
the first half. 


In Tiironin, imikie Vince 
i.niier scored 21 pninis to le.it I 
i h*.' Raptors to a wiiv-in-wiiv 
102-92 vicimy uvei ihe 
Miiini'Sciia 'Innherwulves. 

filial les Oakley added 18 un 
H-«d-lfl shinning and Kevin 
Willis had 13 puims and 16 
rehniiiids liir Itiruiiio, which 
led hv 20 points alter ihe first 
qunirer. 


Pistons 9S 
Heat 93 

At Detroit. Bison Dele con- 
verted a dunk off a pick-aiid-roll 
pass from Grant Hill with 2 
seconds left as the Pistons 
snapped the Miami Heat’s 
seven-game winning streak 
with a 95-93 victory. 

Miami had a chance to win. 
hm Terry Porter’s 3-poinrei 
blinked off the rim as time 
expired. 

Hill led a balanced atlack 
with 22 points, 10 rebounds 
and eight assists. Joe Du mars 
added 2 1 points and Jerry 
Stackhouse conuibuted 19 off 
the bench fur Detroit. 

Alonzo Mourning led Miami 
with 29 points and nine boards. 


SuaerSnnlrft 9ft, 
Sours 82 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored 14 of his 23 points in ihe 
key third quarter as the 
SuperSonics beat the San 


Antonio Spurs 92-82. 

Seattle had lost four of its 
previous five games but took 
control with a 30-18 third quar- 
ter. Payton scored the final five 
points of a 14-2 spurt and nine 
points in a 12-2 run. 

Tim Duncan led San Antonio 
with 22 points. 


Warriors , 
Suns 90 

At Golden State, Terry 


Cummings sank the go-ahead 
free throw with 77 seconds 
regaining and the Warriors 
used tough defense down the 
stretch to hold on for a 94-90 
victory over the Phoenix Suns. 

The Suns had two chances 
down ihe stretch to draw even 
but Rex Chapman missed a 
jumper and George McCloud 
misfired on a 3-pointer in the 
final 20 seconds. 


AFP photo 


Hornets 97. 
Trail Blazers 9«5 


Maoii; 


In Cliurloiic, Derrick 
Coleiiifin seined 2H points us 
Hie lliirnels nearly blew un 18- 
P ,, im film tli-(| nailer lead hut 
held on for a 97-95 victory over 
the Pori land TViiil Blazers. 

J.R. Reid scored 14 of his 22 
points in the opening period 
and Bobby I'liills ad c let I 21 for 
Hie Elnrneis, who led 32-13 
after one quarter hut were 
uui scored 27-11 in the fourth. 

Isaiah Rider scored 27 for 
Portland, which used a 15-4 run 
early in the fourth quarter to 
make it close. 


Nuaaefs 96. 
Bucks 95 


In Denver, Danny lortson's 
follow with five seconds left lift- 
ed the Nuggets to a 96-95 win 
over the Milwaukee Bucks. 

A short jumper by Glenn 
Robinson with 15 seconds to 
play gave the Bucks a 96-95 
advantage. 

Denver point guard Chaimcey 
Billups drove to the basket but 
could not convert. Fortson 
grabbed the rebound nnd put 
back the game-winner as the 
Nuggets rallied from a 81-69 
deficit after three quarters. 


Anrcr "« 
* Kored ft* first six 


Celtics 94, 
Ktiicks 80 

In Boston, Paul Pierce and 
Antoine Walker scored 24 
points apiece and the Celtics 
forced 26 turnovers to beat a 
fatigued New York Knicks 94- 

80. !'j 

The Knicks, . coming off an' 

exciting overtime win over 

• ■ * ■ 


Jazz 80. . 
Mavericks 65 

At Utah, the jazz tied a fran- 
chise record for fewest points 
allowed in a 80-65 victory over 
the Dallas Mavericks. 

' The Mavericks shot a woeful 
29 percent from the field (20-of* ' 
68) as the Jazz improved to, a; : 
. ' ■league-best Ifl&K- ' j p ; ' / , 
Bryoil Russell; led’ the Jazz 
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WILLIAMS, KOURNIKOVA REACH SEMIFINALS 


AFP photo 
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OKLAHOMA CITY(R) — Tbp seed 
Venus Williams cruised into the 
semifinals of the IGA Supertlirift 
Tfennis Classic on Friday, but sec- 



■ 

ond seed Anna Koumikova had 
to argue her way to a controver- 
sial victory. , 

Williams, defending the title 


that was the first of her profes- 
sional career, needed just 63 
minutes to oust amateur 
Alexandra Stevenson 7-5 6-3. 


That-set up a semifinal against 
qualifier Lilia Osterloh, who con- 
tinued her march through the 
tournament with a 3-6 6-4 6-4 
win over fellow American Jane 
Chi. 

Williams consistently broke 
100 mph (161 kph) with her 
serve and iiad one delivery 
clocked at a near women's 
record 124 mph (199.5 kph) 
against surprisingly powerful 
Stevenson, who belted 12 high- 
speed aces of her own. 

"She's the biggest hitter I've 
played in awhile," said Williams. 

Koumikova survived a hotly 
contested and fiercely debated 
encounter with fifth-seeded 
American Chanda Rubin 7-5 0-6 
6-3. 

The Russian teen, in search of 
her first WTA Tour title, next 
faces third-seeded South African 
Amanda Coetzer, who pulled out 


a 6-3 6-7 (5-7) 6-3 win over Cara 
Black of Zimbabwe. 

Rubin thought she had 
secured a 5-3 lead in the first set 
when a Koumikova shot 
appeared to land beyond the 
baseline. The linesman, however, 
did not cal! it out and vehement 
arguing by Rubin failed to get 
chair umpire Carole Cox to 
reverse the call. 

“I don't know what lie was 
looking at, but it was out by that 
much." Rubin shouted, holding 
her thumb and index far apart. 

Koumikova seized the oppor- 
tunity, winning that game as site 
rallied to take the set, 7-5. 

Rubin got even, blanking the 
I3th-ranked Russian in the sec- 
ond set, but rile third again 
turned on a controversial call. 

With the decider tied at 3-3, 
30-40, a Rubin shot was called 
out then overruled as good, 


apparently giving her the game 
and a 4-3 lead. 

This time it was Konmikova's 
turn to make a fuss. During a 15 . 
minute debate, the second seed 
argued that she stopped playing 
when she heard the out call and 
was unfairly penalized by the 
overrule because she did not try 
to return the shot. 

WTA Tour supervisor Donna 
Butler eventually ordered the 
point replayed and this time it 
went Koumikova's way. 

"I went by the rule and I don't 
know what happened, but I went 
by the rule," Koumikova said. 
"The referee called it out and I 
stopped playing." 

Koumikova went on to win 
that game and the next two to 
close out the contest. 

An upset Rubin refused to 
comment after rite match. 


OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALLIST STEVE LEWIS 
ADDS TO REMARKABLE COMEBACK 
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ATLANTA (AP) — Three years ago, Steve Lewis 
had a cyst on hid lower back that was "as big as a 
-.sausage,” and If he didn't have surgery he might 

.not have been able to walk again. .* • , 

1 . ( TWay, Lewis, winner of three Olympic gold 
jnjedalsand .onejs]hrer medal .again appears to be 
1 a pong the worlds Fastest quarter-m Hers; 

1 i/Tni riot finished; making history yet'",.Lewis; 
. said Friday after, winning his s^on qf the 4DO 


meters in 46.38 seconds in the USA Indoor Thick 
and Field Championships at the Georgia Dome. 

By winning, the 29-year-old Lewis advanced to 
Saturday's final against a Held that will include 
Milt Campbell, who qualified in 45.75, the fastest 
by an American this, year, and Angelo Thylor 
(4S;91), the 1998 NCAA (ll.S, collegia te) 400, 
. meter hurdles champipn from Georgia Tech, 
Derek Mills, the, 1 997 USA indoor champion, won 


his heat but didn’t advance because his time of 
46.70 wasn't among the six fastest. 

While Campbell. Taylor and Mills have been 
running without much interruption in recent 
years, Lewis’ career was in jeopardy. 

Last Saturday, he ran his first indoor race in five 
years and ran under conrrol, winning a low-key 
event in 46.48. 

On Friday, there was a lor more at stake _ and 
Lewis was ready. 

"It felt good," he said, after easing up at the 
finish. 

His two performances within a week are a tes- 
tament to his strong determination. He thought 
about quitting running before his operation 
because “I was so weak," he said, "I couldn't even 
work out." 

“I thought I had a virus," Lewis said. “Then, I 
had an MRI." 

The test showed the huge cyst that was affect- 
ing nerves in Ills body and legs, weakening him 
completely. Because of the way It was situated, 
Lewis said he could not feel the cyst. 

"It was embedded in my spine, and It was 
expanding," he said. "I couldn't even Jog a mile, 
because I was In such pain." 

The operation was performed in April 1996 

and Lewis was Incapacitated for a year, unable to 

work out, train or exercise. He resumed training 

■ 

in April 1997, competed sporadically that year 
and last year. 

Now he Is pain free and coming back full time 
In a quest to regain the stature he held In 1988 
when he won gold medals in the 400 and 1 ,600 
relay, arid in 1992, wheri he was the silver medal- 
list in the 400 and earned another relay gold. 

If he wins or finishes second in Saturday's final, 
he would earn a place on the U,S. team for next 
. week's -: World Indoor Championships ^ at 
^ .Maehashi.'Japah., His last international team 
.7 appearance was at the 1 992 Olympics. : * 


Lewis said that if hadn't been injured, he might 
have quit after a possible third Olympics in 1996. 

"But I don't feel I’ve reached my potential," he 
said. "I don't feel too old ro accomplish things. I 
feel I have a lot more in me, I feel I still have it. 

"When you’re a runner, It's hard to stflp 
because of injuries." r 

Right now, there’s no quit in Lewis. j 
“Tile key is to find tire old Steve Lewis," lie 
said. “That will save the day. 

“He's still there.” 

In addition to tire trials in the men's 400, trials 
were held in the women's 400 and the men's and 

women's 200 and 800. 

Kevin Utile, the 1997 world champion in the 
men's 200, won his heat comfortably In 20.59. 
Tyree Washington, the 1997 world outdoor 
bronze medallist In the 400, also qualified for 
Saturday's final in the 200, finishing second in his 
heat in 20 . 68 . 

Jearl Mlles-Clnrk, l he defending world champi- 
on in the women's 400, easily won her heat In 
53.12 and advanced to Saturday's final. 

Her sister-in-law, Joetta Clark, the defending 
U.S. champion in the women's 800, and Meredith 

Vfclmon, the 1991 national champion, won their 

heats. Clark was timed in 2:05.15 arid Wlmon In 

2:06.45. ' ' 

While Wlmon was running, her 19 - month-old 

son Dravis was asleep In the stands with s 

father. : 

"He gets a little distressed when I rririr 
said, "especially when he can see' that l.tn ti - 
He doesn't always like it. So it'i better tliat P 

■ 'I- 

■ ' slept through It." . . . . . ! 

x Rich Kenah, the 1997 world indQor m 
■ doqr bronze medallist in the nrjen's .oOp;;. ^ 


: * 1 a . 
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qualified for Saturday’s filial, 
hlsheatln 1:49.44; V' ^ 

TWenty-nirie championship firtdl? , . .. 

Saturday,- -. , ■ ■Jlrv/jr/S-vJ 
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rally leader burns 


OTHERS OUT 


FOUR. 


NAIROBI (AP) — Britain's 
RJdtand Burns, who muscled his 
Subaru Impreza to victory in 
the first leg of the 46th Safari 
Rally, ran into mechanical trou- 
ble Saturday and was among 
five drivers to drop out. 

Rally officials said Bums, who 
had taken the lead, was 
knocked out by a shock- 
absorber problem early in the 
grueling race's second full day. 

Four other drivers were elim- 
inated early In the second leg, a 
1,255-kilometer (784-mile) 
odyssey through the lava bends, 
mountains and hairpin turns of 
Kenya's Rift Valley. ■ 

Burns' troubles passed the 
lead to Colin McRae of Britain, 
driving a Ford Focus WRC, fol- 
lowed by Didier Auriol of 
France and Carlos Sainz of 
Spain, both in Toyota Corolla 
WRCs. The second leg was 
expected to end at 8 p.m. (1700 
GMT}- 

Defending world champion 
Tommi Makinen of Finland, dri- 
ving a Mitsubishi Lancer, was 
ranning in fourth place early 
Saturday. He had a bad day 


Friday, losing 1 0 minutes to two 
simultaneous tire punctures 
and a broken radiator blade but 

still managed to end the first 
leg in fifth p] ace> 

Fifty-seven drivers started 
the rally on Friday, when seven 
dropped out, including 

Finland's Julia Kankunnen, who 
won Thursday’s time trials. 
Only 35 drivers started 

Saturday s second leg, organiz- 
ers said. It was not immediately 
clear why the other 1 5 who sur- 
vived Friday's first leg didn't 
start Saturday. 

Traditionally, less than a third 
of the competitors finish rhe 
rally, which ends Sunday in 
Nairobi. The Safari Rally is third 
in tlie World Rally 
Championship circuit and 
counts for both drivers and 
manufacturers. 

This year's version of the 
three-day contest totals 2.019 
kilometers (1.251 miles) and is 
divided into three legs, each 
split into secrors. Drivers are 
required to cover each secror 
within ,1 specified rime and lose 
10 seconds for every minute 
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they are late. The winner is the 
driver wirh the fewest penalty 
points. 

Tile rally traditionally was 
scheduled during the Easter 
holidays but was moved for- 


7 : T : ^ : . 


AP pliolo 


ward this year by FIA, the gov- 
erning body of motor sports. 

The rally was first staged in 
1953 to celebrate the corona- 
tion of Queen Elizabeth, when 
Kenya was still a British colony. 


At the time, competitors drove 
personal vehicles with friends 
and relatives as back-ups. 

Over the years, the rally, 
which ls billed by organizers as 
the toughest endurance test for 


both drivers and vehicles, has 


attracted top rally drivers and 


manufacturers, who enter fac- 


tory-prepared vehicles. 


r r„ R I* i “ G E NORWflY | TYSON Ifcl our OF SOLITARY 


for SURPRISE GOLD 


tl 


RAMSAU (R) — Austria edged 
m favorites Norway lor , 
surprise first-ever cross-corni 
gold in the men's 4 x 10 
kilometers relay at the Nordic 
#° r, d championships on 

ftfday. 

Despite losing an advan- 
tage or some 30 seconds due 
a dran, atic fall by Austria 

racer. Russian-horn 
wkhail Botwinov, they were 
able to deny Olympic clianipi- 

Norway a fifth successive 
rt| ay world title. 

silver meilnllisis ill tin- 
Olvninics om | 


s 


I ■■■ ' ■ 111" lliummi 

NAME 

*fcdne3av : l,arns wll ° was Hied on 


bronze winners at the 1997 
Trondheim world champi- 
onships, were third. 

Local hero Christian 
I lollmann delighted home 
crowds of 50,000 by heating 
Norwegian world and 
Olympic champion Thomas 
Alsgnard by a mere 0.02 sec- 
onds in an exciting final 
sprint. 

Markus Gaudier and' Alois 
Stadloher gave Austria the 
huge .id vantage of 30 seconds 
which Rmwinov was able to 
hold Li hi II his skis crossed and 
he crashed on the final down- 


hill. Botwinov, who broke a 
pole in the fall, was neverthe- 
less able to complete his 
round despite having a bro- 
ken boot and a spare pole 
which was too short. 

The gold marked the first I 11 
Rnmsau for Austria, while 
other favorites Finland were 
well off the pace. 

Finland’s second starter, 
the double world champion 
Mika Myilylac, completely 
lost ground and appeared to 
have chosen the wrong skis 
or wax. 


AFTER WINNING APPEAL 


RAMBIS COACH 


** l ,ncsi(Jcnt JenyWtst 

^ffenis. ? r ^ am f , * s . bath assistants 

JjAps 1 ^ h?i of four ,ilkers dwni- 

^fodriian, ^ Johnson era to coach 

ft®* teX d ft! 0 " and we w*™ ba * and 


conference. 

^ b# ngjjjjv 5^^°^ have done an excellent 
[fo^-freln ion ’ Jerry \Afest, (owner) Jerry 
said. P ^^ ent agreemen t on Kurt Ranfbls" 


in his Iwad coaching debut Rambis was a winner 
against the wqafiil Los Angeles Clippers, a team whose 
head coaching position he turned down last summer. 

"I was holding out to coach a team diat would give 
me the 1 best chance to win a championship," Rambis 
said. "The Lakers have that diance. 

"My job Istogetdiese guys to play hander and more 
together on both end$ of die floor." ! 

Rambis . was (mown for his blqe collah work ethic 
' and hard-nosed play throughout his NBA career, doing 
much of the dliiy vifork; during The : Lakers’ flashy 
"Showtime? y&rs. • . ' ’ •' ' ; v : ; i ; ' ■ 
Harris Was dumped aftelr the underachieving Lokere 
fell ta &6 vyidi three conseGi^iyie Ibsses. jndudlng 
embarrassing defeats tfijf. Idw^' -D&ijlieY' flisgsefca , 
apd Wncpuveir^ QtJ^zfl^s. 


. ... ..... .-.pop',.- 

war at « J u, V OJf •. uuwiswi rpfxHihdlng (drtg Rbdrrtan, \yf)p jnade n|s 7, 

^ »an assistant under Hqnfcj. :?■ Ukendelwt^.i 


ROCKVILLt. Maryland (R) — 
Former heavyweight champi- 
on Mike Tyson got out of soli- 
tary confinement on Friday, 
jusr two days after being 
ordered to spend nearly - a 
month there for throwing a 
television set at guards, his 
lawyer said. 

Tyson, In jail for assaulting 
two motorists last August, 
appealed the ruling of a disci- 
plinary panel at Montgomery 
County Detention Center and 
had Ills Initial penalty of 25 
days in solitary confinement 
reduced to time served. 

"They modified it so that 
his disciplinary status ended 
today,' said Tyson attorney 
Paul Kemp. 

The 32-year-old fighter had 
been In an isolation cell since 
l*te last Friday, when he 
became enraged after talking 
on the phone and threw a 
prison day room television : 
set at guards from behind a 
set of bars. At jeast one guard 
Said he had been Injured by 
flying shards of plastic. ' . " ' ‘ ... ; 

. He was c|ted for assapltirig ' 
corrections riffleers; disorder- 
ly conduct' a nd ; destroying 1 
coUptyl property, Th e' d Isg p lj- 

;p^Mthat ' met pni j 
U j jjjjt : | only ; had 


ordered him to remain in iso- 
lation but also removed his 
phone, visitation and televi- 
sion privileges. 

In a press release, prison 
spokesman Eric Seleznow 
said that warden W.L. Smith 
reviewed Tyson's sentence to 
solitary confinement, reduc- 
ing it to put it “into line with 
what other people would- get 
under similar circumstances." 

lyson also was placed on 
30-days probation In the jail 
and any ftirthdr violations will 
send him back to solitary con- 
finement. 

Tyson's attorney said- 
authorities also agreed to 
allow Tyson therapist Dr. 
Richard Goldberg, who heads 
the department of psychiatry’ 
at Georgetown University ' 
Medical Center, to prescribe 
additional doses of the anti- 
depressant drug, 2 foloft. " 

Tyson's: wife, Mbnica, and 
his lawyerii complained that 
last , Friday's .incident . had 
occurred two day* after a . 
prison dottbr had- decided to' . 
Mke theboxer offthe mk|qa- 
tlori whcn Tyson refold tb 


■ I"’ 


. • J 


r-Th^flJhtfcr riitivqd it! the 
county lock-up n - 1 - i 


after 


being sentenced to 12 - 
months for punching a 62- 
year-old driver in the Jaw and 
kicking another 50-year-old 
man in the groin after a minor 
traffic accident in 
Gaithersburg, Maryland, a 
suburb of Washington. 

He pleaded no contest to 
two misdemeanor assault 
charges in December. His 
lawyers have until March 8 to 
appeal the sentence, 

Wednesday's disciplinary 
panel could have penalized 
Tyson by denying him this 
good-behavior time he needs, 
to gain aii early release to 
resume training. By earning 
the maximum time ofT, he 
could enter a halfway facility 
and begin training in three to 
four months. 

Becabse- of the Maryland 
trafficiassau it,. Tyson faces the 
possibility :qf going back to 
Jail 1 ; Ip Indiana foriiip- to four., 
years fbr’vfqjatin^: probation 
folj^ng H| S teady release on 

■JJ/I ?.92 ; rape conviction. ' . ■ ; ,r 
: 'Tysoh was, suspended (rofo 

homing fQir/njpre'' than a ^ear 

for ; bi tirig/the ear of wOrt^ 
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Our £a&t %g&pect& 

Did our Xing really- die? Did we lose our 
most precious thing? Aren't we going to see 
him again or to hear His Majestic voice? 

If so, how can we show our last respects for 
the man who served the nation and built the 
country, Can we do it as it should be done7 
Did the Kings and Presidents of the world, 
really show their last respects for the great 
King and tjie friend? If they did so by coming 
to Jordan and attending the funeral, then how 
can the Jordanians do so? Do we consider 
these black flags and sashes, and going to 
Amman to say good buy, and listening to the 
Holly Koran enough? Whs our staying at home 
for 5 days or more, and talking about him, 
reminding ourselves of his stories, how did he 
behave in this situation or that, enough? 

f don't think so. I think that those, who 
loved the King and will love him for ail of 
their lives, and who will teach his love to their 
children and grandchildren, they should work 
at, and carry on his principles to achieve his 
dream of a comprehensive, stable, and lasting 
peace. 

I think those, who want to show their last 
respects, should go back to their work and 
continue their responsibilities as never 
before, as hard as they could, because the 
King himself insisted on word and doing his 
roles, even when he was very sick and strug- 
gling for life. 

Tbwfig Al Hajaj 


PRINCE ALI TALKS ABOUT HIS LOSS 


I have been following your let- 
ters of condolences with 
regards, the death of my 
father His Majesty King Hussein, 
f consider myself so lucky, 
because King Hussein was not 
only my Father but a Father to all 
his Jordanian family, yet I was 
one of the few who throughout 
my life got to stand by his side, 
listen to his endless wisdom and 
share with him sorrow and joy. 
Therefore my heart goes out to 
so many who did not have a 
chance to do any one of those 
things. 

To me as to many, his every 
acrion and every word encom- 
passed ail that was good and 
pure in this world... And I loved 
him more than any other person 
in my life. I am not new to loss 
having lost my Mother at a 
young age among others... But 
there is no bitterness in my 
heart, rather a subtle joy, know- 
ing that they are reunited in 
heaven along with ail the other 
people he loved and lost before 
his time came. 

All that remains now in my 
soul is a calm resolve, to strug- 
gle continuously for all that he 
stood for in life, so that when my 


time comes I will at least have 
tried my best and my brothers 
and family will at least have tried 
there best. 


ers and i will be to Jordan as the 
five fingers of one strong hand. 
No one could ever be my Father, 
but together we will endeavor to 


“He taught me to always work for 
what one believes in, and to help 
others without expecting anything 
in return, and to accept full respon- 
sibility for all my actions.” 


the hearts and minds of all die 
young men and women of this 
nation now and in the future to 
come. I have never been so 
proud to be a Jordanian... God 
Bless you All, 


cAli Win oil 

THIS UTTER WMMflBM 

HOC THE OOVERNMMT POUR 

ON Ml 


As a son, he taught me Love, 
compassion, courage, forgive- 
ness, humility, and to always 
take the right path, the path that 
stood for justice and principles, 
no matter how hard it maybe, or 
how many obstacles stood in the 
way. He taught me to always 
work for what one believes in, 
and to help others without 
expecting anything in return, 
and to accept full responsibility 
for all my actions. 

What he has taught me he has 
taught all his children, and 
Feisal, Hamzah, Hashim and I 
will be as pillars to support, £ 
Abdullah, the King of Jordan 
and head of our family and 
nothing will ever be able to 
come between us. My broth- 


build on and continue ail 
that he believed in and 
worked for, so that we 
may prove that we are 
worthy of bearing the 
name 'Hashemites* 

I don't think my Father 
will ever really die, since 
his legacy will 
live on 
in 
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FAJER 04:44 

Duha (sunrise) 06:01 
Dhuhr 1 1 :48 

‘Asr 15:03 

Maghreb 1 7:35 

*lsha 18:52 
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Civil Defence Depelment k 
5601111 

civn Defanoe Immediate 

Reaeim 

4630341 

Pood Control Centre 
4637111 

CIvU Defence Bmerfloney 
198 

Reeoue Police 

102.4621111.4837777 

Fire Brigade 

4617101 

Blood Bank 

4775121 

Highway Police 

6343402 

Ttafflo Police 

4606300 

Publlo Security Dept. 

4630321 

Hotel Complaints 
5605800 

Price Complaints 
6661176 

Wikr and Sewerage 

Complaints 

4807467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints ' 

4767111 

Telephone information (direc- 
tory aaaletance) 

121 

Overeeae calfa 
0132 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repel re '• 

4623101 

Jordan TOevtafon 
4773111. . 

-Radio Jqrdan 
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HOSPITALS 
Ammani 

Tha Arah Canlar fc»r Heart and 
Rnndal Sumarv 5921199 
Tha Islamic. Abdaft 5666131/7 
Huasnln Ma dloalCantar 
5866B5B 

Luzmlta 4630195 

talarnllv 4644281/6 
Ahllah MatemHv 484244 1/2 
Jflbal Amman MalamB y 
4642362 

Malhaa. J. Amman 4B3814Q 
Palartino^ShmelBflnl 5607071 
Bhniaiaanl Homllal 5807431 
Jordan Koeollal 5607550 
UnhaiaHv Hospital 5353444 
Al-Muaahar Hospital 6667227/B 
Al-AMUmdall 5884164/8 
llallyr. At-Muhalrean 4777101/3 
Al-Baahlr 4776111/26 

Army. Maria 4891611/15 

loapltal 5157100 
ami! H«pWal 5607155 

Al Amal Canoar Canto 8353000! 

Zarao: 

Zarqa QwL Heap Hal <09)883323 
Zama National Hoantel 
! (09)900680 

Ibn Bha Hnaallal (09)986731 
Al H|ltma Modem Hospital 
(09)890990 

ll 


(02)275555 
flm mafin 
(02)272275 

Ibn AIMafse 

02)7101372, (02)7103101 . 
BoaantJSlalara HoapRala 
(02)7102831.. (02)710201 1 
Sped^Jftv Hosplal . 
(02)7103100 
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DAYTONA BEACH, Floricin (It} — I'iiv cla.*|i.n iniont nlikials. miiultnl 
of last summer’s wildfires in ITnritlii, me wmily w.iuhing this 
weekend's invasion of up ro hiilki-niillion nmrui cyclL' vniliusinsts 
for Daytona Beach's filmed ‘‘Hike VVeeli." T hey tiur ili.it sinolderini* 
Hits in bikers' camps, red-hot tailpipes on the machines, nr even 
casually discarded cigarettes could sp.irk another inferno in an 
area parched by lack of rain. "It scares me." Volusia Cot inly Deputy 
fire Chicfjim Mammy said. “We have a major potential lor loss nf 
life. Bike Week is >1 50-year tradition in Dayiniu Keach. ilu< noitli- 
eastem Florida city where haul-core gangs and weekend warriors 
gather and make Main Street their mvn each March. The annual 
rite lasts up to 12 (lays. Tattoo parlors Imm round tile dock and 
dty leaders, aware of the S220 million l lie duome-niul-leather 
bacchanal pumps into the local economy, worry lirtle about public 
nudity or spitting on sidewalks, lint firefighters said the visitors 
could bring an early start 10 a wildfire season tiiat may iiv.il Iasi 
year's, wiijch led 200.00U hectares of Norid.i charred. 




CANNIBAL FASCINATES VENEZUELANS 


CARACAS (R| — A self confessed c.mnihal lias shoiked .mtl fasci- 
nated Venezuela by dishing up almost daily revelations about his 
gniesomc recipes to the local media. Doraugcl Vnigas has become 
a naiional celebrity since his arrest two weeks ago in ihe city of 
San Cristobal, dose .to the Colombian border. “Sure 1 eat people." 
he told reporters. "Anyone can eat human flesh, but you have to 
wash and garnish it well to avoid diseases." With each new dis- 
mvery of human skulls and entrails in the grounds surrounding 
Vargas' shack, public interest and outrage have gmwn in the man 
who daims to have eaten about 10 men in ihe Iasi two ye.n s. The 
local press, which has reported the details of Varyas’ lonlessimi - 
such js his predilection for human rhigiis and eyeball smips - has 
dubbed him the Hannibal l ector of lire Andes, alu-r the serial killer 
in die US film "The Silence of die Lambs ." 

ITW 






I liEUWARDEN, Netherlands (K) — A D 11 tt.lt Im.jl am In 11 11 v lias pn«- 
lukd a minor outcry by siilvjuliziliy woik experieike tm the 
unemployed in cotlee shops selling marijuana Snh drugs are terii- 
""ully illegal in the Netherlands Inn their sale in vi-called tufli.v 
shups is tolerated under si riel Lomliiimis. sm.h as dial marijuana 
should not be sold to minors. Social Al fairs Minister Mias tie Vries 
>jiid this week he was astonished by I .eon warden tumul's deci- 
iicm to pay the wages ol four people selling marijuana in smue nf 
die city s coffee shops. The council doesn't see wIkii the fuss is 
abmii. In a letter to die minister, it noted that his predecessor. Ad 
Melkert, had imposed no restrictions on die sectors cjuali lying lor 
work experience subsidies. 


BABY BORN DURING 
AVALANCHE-EVACUATION 


NA(R) A baby boy was born tim ing an evacuation flight by 
e 'copter from an Austrian valley threatened by avalanches. "The 
'N egan shortly after the helicoprer took nlV," Gerald Pinzger. 
cnier doaor at Reuite Hospital in Tyrol, said. Thousands nf holi- 
ayma -ers were flown nut ol snow-bound ski resorts in Tyrol on 
urs ay after avalanches devastated two villages and killed 35 

maT 6 k • ^ ilznaul1 va ^y 011 Tuesday and Wednesday. The boy 
e 3 un ' ec ^ entrance into the world on l-'rklny, arriving before 

lion e r IC ?* >tei * anc * et * * n Keiilte just 20 iniiiuies later. Tlw evacua* 

Hobo t ie P re ^ nailt woman had taken place in the village of 

m t * 1e ^■‘ c ' 1 valley that borders Germany. Mother and son 
h ?* ln good condition. 
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lerofsteaii^cT^’ n . u ? 1 R,a ^ — A couple who accused their baljy sit- 
a 3WHJtm»uii,f 5Z *”**** cruised the Bahamas in ilteir yacht hove 
Hie ^ ni ^' on ^ or causing her emotional distress. 

Bonnie Ahol 3rt a t r> n 'i ll, ^ ay a seven-year Ixittle between Glades and 
couple. Bet ^ 1 who lived down the sweet from the 

3 ?'. v (‘ ls a «l uitt «l in 1994 of giand theft for allegedly 
the Abels, a i„ ri , C ? l ^ c 5 ^ an *' account witli their ATM card. Sije then sued 
C s™ 7 ann ■° 1 ^’ 45 niinuC W to decide the couple owed Ms- 

I consider punitiw co J"P ens a t ory damages. Tlie Juiy was about to 
ji wiltion. damages when die two sides readied a settlenient of $V 

6 die Abels asked her in |992 to stqy.vwtii 

i ihrir 52-foor n v lf ee ^ tiidy went on a Caribbean cnllse 

\ JN to say s 1 00 for expenses. Then, she saki, they 

► 

- s '^m.tlieyacaised her of stealing: . '' ■ 


LEVI'S FADE OUT OF 
AMERICAN HISTORY 


WARSMOnraiA - mey are mostly 
women, huddled in the parking lot against 
snowflakes that fail to settle into anything 
other than nasty slush. The parking lot is at 
ihe back of ,1 factory that bears the name of 
an American icon second only to Coca Cola: 
Levi Strauss. 

Now. the 314 people who work at the 
Warsaw factory in the river reaches of the 
‘northern neck’ of Viiginia, who listen ro 
the good news about the LIS economy on 
TV, are about to lose their jobs. 

Ip the beginning, there was the word for 
jeans and the word was Levi’s. The compa- 
ny staited in IH53 in Snu Francisco as a pm- 
ducer of wurkwear and more than a centu- 
ry later dressed the world’s flower-power 
generation. Its inexorable progress stut- 
tered in the late Seventies hui recovered 
with the 501. the lint ‘designer’ jeans. 

Now, however. Levi's are abandoning 
America because America is abandoning 
them. 

Warsaw, along with 10 other plains 
across n great arc that spans south west 
limn Virginia through rwn plants in 
Tennessee to four in Texas, are to close. 
The piiidliclion will go overseas. About 
3.9111) will lose their jobs - about ill.) percent 
ol the company's North Anieiiran woik- 
Imce. 

"M's like losing an old friend," said 
W. n saw Town On Mailman Lnriy Thom. In 
t;iei, the jeans makers of VV.us.iw have been 
idle for nearly a month, alter a "leinpoi.ny 
stoppage" which on 1'hursd.iy became per- 
manent. 

“We've been 1 Mining here lot 20 wars." 
says Aniuineiia O'Kier. “ll Inisn’i hit me 
yet." She has no plans hevond looking uliei 
hei grnnddaughici. 

Palrice G.iinei stitched pockets 011 in 
2, 1 U0 pairs ol jeans .1 Jay .imw she plans to 
‘Team something about computers." if she 
can. 

Levi's came in town in 1953 and was the 
biggest employer by Inr in an area 
squeezed between the Potomac and 
Kap]>ahanii(n.k rivers. The company has 
srayed in the same one-storey establish- 
ment ever since, and it must have seemed 
absurd that life in Warsaw could be affect- 
ed by a taste lor chinos or designer ver- 
signs of a cowboy's stock-in-trade trouser- 
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wear. 

Waisaw's mayor Matt Walker tried to be 
philosophical. "Textile jobs,” lie mused, "if 
you have them, you have a tenuous hold on 
them at best. But you have to accept the 
reality of business in the Nineties." He 
omitted to say that his own wife lost Iter 
job too. 

Certainly, rhe Levi’s closures reflec t a 
trend in the gnunem industry - with pro- 
duct inn likely to go to f lie Caribbean or 
Latin America. They arc a metaphor for the 
economic patterns affecting First World 
mamilacuiriiig. especially in the garment 
trade. 

But there is a special punishment for 
Levi's. Cveryouc once wore a pair nf I evi's, 
as did their parents, but now the labels on 
tlie kids’ jeans, and probably even the 
adults, are HilligeT. j. Crew, i'nbu. Diesel, 
Gap and Armani. 

“ Ihe problem with Levi's," says Km t 
Barnard, a retail consultant who publishes 
the Retail Trend Report, "is ih.it we aren't 
wearing ihem." And lie’s tight. “They were 
too arrogant in assuming ih.it tire name 
l.evi. with its renown .iiotind tin- glob..-, 
would carry them forever. '[Ti.it ums very 
shousi fibred, voiy foolish." 

Quire ap.nl in mi pressure I nun designer- 
l.ibclb on one side and I'ucific F.dge swoai 
simps mi tire other, cnmiiieicially nimhlei 
names emeiged with a street image which 
could mure than match Levi's pricing in the 
stores, l.evi Strauss lost its cachet among 
young buyers, who set the trends. A sui vey 
by Teen Research Unlimited- showed 
teenagers putting levi's in tire top iluee 
brands until last year, when it slipped to 
number eight. 

At the other end of the market, priviiie- 
label brands dint sell well in rural chain 
stores produced quality imitations and 
priced Levi's out. 

Levi's began to tighten its belt, as the 
company's share nf die denim jeans market 
slipped and Anally halved /failing from 48 
percent in 1990 to 25 percent, last year 


ironically, market analysts scold l.evi s for 
not having closed its North American oper- 
ations sooner. The company always recog- 
nized that tire Garment Workers Union 
remained faithful to its contractual obliga- 
tions and paid good benefits. Even the 
women in the Wiirsaw p.iikiiig lot arc- 
preparing for an eight-month career 
rebuilding program , on full pay. 

Wages at Warsaw averaged $9 an hour - 
more than 10 times that paid to garment 
workers in South and Central America. The 
Levi Strauss Foundation has earmarked S5 
million tu invest in the 1 1 affected commu- 
nities. 

In the Mexican border town nf McAllen, 
Texas. Levi’s has funded a range »»f literacy 
and housing projects - and now Icave.s 
behind an unemployment rate of 17.fi per- 
cent. 

Vet union l-o.ulc.-i s have- not condemned 
the company, venting their .nigei instead 
on the Clinton adminisiiaiiun's signing of 
tile NalTa agreement and insiillicieni pro- 
tection .igainsi o mi peri tors using cheap 
foreign labor. 

Jo-Anil Mori of "Umte". the Union ul 
Needl eludes. Imlusiivil and Tex rile 
l-mpfovees. called Hie seveum.v package 
"not only fair but the most generous evi-r 
given to Noilli American apparel wuikeis." 

Mort shone ihe <; pul light on Pie. idem 
trillion's piupu'iiils in again push his "Iasi 
tuck" right t<> ucguri.irt- hire trade agree- 
ments him si -If, wiilmm ic-ounse m Capitol 
Kill. A previous atli-mpt resulted in ,t 
mill iny Iw L'leinocrats. 

"When last track come> up again in 
Congress.” says Muit, ‘This will he a pow- 
erful case that trade laws don't protect 
American worker:;." 

The upshot is inevitable: a paii «if Levi's 
will never be the same again. The remain- 
ing 11 plants will abandon the old. straight 
legs and attack die market wirli cargo 
trousers. There’s talk of a computer 
scheme that enables kids to design their 
own style of Levi's. They’d never have imag- 
ined that at the Oklahoma rodeo, where 
the dusty liorseinan spluttered his pledge: 
“Vtait 'til I get iny Levi's on." 

BY ED VULUAMY 



on your own - 
even fat your own office - 
brings Ms freedoms, but 
guard agafatsl gelling out 
of tniirfi cold dovclonlna 
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reality Speak to your feijow human 
being^ fiuni time to drhe, father 


instance. Set yourseli targets like a 
boss would and griByutirself if you 
fail to meet them: ensure that you 
meet, people serially and profes- 
' sior)olly, join piftrf^siqnal .bodies, 
even if ihat rhfealis gtrfng to some 
tedious meetings: get feedback, 

' • ‘Take notke If ywr.fHehds say 
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-could mt their hour; to lour or uve 
d day and still adiievc; as huidi. . 
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i ftEaXtNUH-tlie severe liini- -^1 
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rations - no one to cradc a jplte with 

or to reil you how piarvripiis.you ■ !- 
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tlian sending tiiein cpkj e-mails. - 

Having an' "dpen'-door ppiicy* is . you're getting pterion'' s^b Lizzie, 

“ ' whb Ikp ajccessfbljy vvpil^d alone 


are, IJevisealtemajivtJ’plans-e-niall 
jokes to mbits or pi|i iip fetters from -L’k . j 
pleased clients: 


probably, rnorp important for you 
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^dangers of proioiigcd Soiitucfe - 
'inflexibility, eccentricity' ^nd 
(declining ability to\vnik : |n steam 
. 1^0 'peqple out of. 100 ptart gojtig 

, Isflgbtty . peculiar tinless they take find dwt'ypU oilty speak to the bus 
'ipawottative bedbik '■ - cbnduftbr eadi jds^- 

t : ; ' . ’■ -.?!•?.■ \ — : ./ •• ; • .r.oqter.-qitngs,’' sqrs psyqijomejijpisc. ; .-y,, icy t 

■■ ;■ Fences -Vofi dwi do yotir .. : 
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titan for the» people, yoii allow. In ..for 20years, ;/ •• V-. *: § ■■' 

m;'- . thfotigh it. IF yi>u iue intitxv^d ; : 4 ihe fiet-v 'W; 

jbg ; '• awwtyahdlh¥.pbi»y«*i^s^ . .. % - if ify^ib ctkiY-njori^te^g^ 

ii-p Ja ihi hi ic -dpms.--^ s fl^d^ -a driv *: *7 > ■ 
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